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Dear Members and Friends of Messiah Lutheran, 

 As of Sunday November 3rd, I am now your retired pastor and friend. I can’t thank 

you enough for the lovely retirement dinner and the kind words that were shared with me 

and my family. Karen and I have thoroughly enjoyed the thirty-two years that we have 

spent here in ministry. All of us have laughed and cried together. We’ve been challenged 

and blessed by serving Jesus together. 

 I trust Pastor Kurt Hoover and Pastor David Stier to take on their new leadership 

responsibilities. They love the Lord and love this congregation very much. Please give 

them the same grace and freedom that you have given me to learn what it means to be a 

pastor. 

 In our church office we are blessed to have very capable people working behind the 

scenes. Brian Phipps has a real heart for youth ministry. Lloyd Evans is our office 

manager, computer whiz, worship leader, musician and repair man. He and Summar add 

so much to our church. Sherri Unyi manages our money and pays the bills. She is always 

coming up with new ideas for ministry. Christine Murray is a new addition to our staff as a 

part time office worker. She brings humor and experience to the job.  

 Rose Ann Sochan, Herb Alexander, and Sherri Unyi bring so much faith and talent to 

our music program. Our Sunday morning worship, our praise service and choir music 

touch many hearts. 

 Our church officers and team members prayerfully lead us to become active 

volunteers and regular worshippers. I can’t thank them enough. Your willingness as a 

congregation to take a step of faith and build a family life center is something I won’t ever 

forget. We witnessed God at work when the building was paid for when the doors were 

opened. 

 I thank Karen for being such a wonderful wife and partner in ministry. She has gone 

on Work Camps, led the nursery ministry on Sunday mornings, created women’s retreats 

and projects and been a gentle witness in her Christian faith. 

 You have given our children Anna, Andrew and Elise a wonderful church to call their 

home. It thrills me to see them live their faith and be active in their churches. I love it that 

Anna and Brandon are raising their children Matthew, Aubrey and Luke at Messiah. 

 I thank you for allowing me to be your pastor. If I have touched your life, thank me 

by being in church next Sunday. If my sermons spoke to your hearts, then be generous 

with your time and financial support. If you’re glad for the time that we shared together, 

give your new pastors the same kind of love, kindness and respect. Always put Jesus first 

in your lives. 

I am so glad that Karen and I will stay here as members of Messiah. We love you and 

Jesus loves you. The best is yet to be.      

Pastor David Nygard 

From Pastor David Nygard 
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Greetings in Christ, 

We had a great LCMC conference in Omaha with our voting delegates, Mike and Heather Brown.   

There were many highlights which I look forward to sharing with you and the church through 

casual conversation, Sunday mornings and our official church ministry.   

Perhaps the most meaningful experience was a connection God made between Mike and a 

missionary in Myanmar.  Mike brought his experience back to Messiah and the Stewardship board 

wondering if we might be able to have Paul Maung tell his story to the people of Messiah.   

I am excited to announce that we will be bringing Paul Maung to visit Joliet the weekend of Nov. 

10th.  Paul will be speaking at all 3 services and we will have a free will offering for his 

ministry after the services.  Doug and the Stewardship team will then be able to discern what 

continued support we might be able to provide as we build a relationship between the people of 

Messiah and Myanmar.  

Please keep Paul's travels in your prayer time.  If you would like to know more about the 

persecuted church you can go to opendoorusa.org and search for Myanmar.  If you would like to 

know more about Pastor Paul, read Mike Brown’s article on page 4. 

In Christ,  

Pr. Kurt Hoover 

 

 

 

 

2019 Sunday School Christmas Program Help Needed! 

Sherri Unyi has put the program together, but she is having surgery and needs help coordinating 

the Christmas program.  She has selected the music and program.  We now need a few adults to 

supervise various components of the program.  Below are the roles that we need to fill: 

• Costume coordinator 

• Someone for the Soundboard for rehearsal and the day of the program 

The program rehearsal is Saturday, December 14, from 9:00 a.m. until about noon. (It may not go 

that long.)  The program is on Sunday, December 15, at 4:00 p.m. 

Please consider assisting this year.  If you are interested, please contact Jeff Holmes at 

jpholmes44@yahoo.com/779-279-7151 or Chris Hoelscher at cvb72@aol.com/630-207-3437. 

From Pastor Kurt Hoover 

Help Needed! 
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LCMC: “Listen Up” To God and others. 

I would like to tell you about a recent encounter I had with the Holy spirit and offer some 

encouragement for those of us who are asked to serve, but feel we have nothing to offer. 

Heather and I were invited to go to our annual LCMC conference this past weekend. We 

weren’t sure why or what we could bring to it, but considering we turned down an 

invitation to go last year and the timing was good, we decided to go. The theme for the 

conference was “Listen Up”. One of the things we were asked to do was to meet someone 

new and listen to their story. 

 

The conference held in Omaha, Ne. was attended by representatives from most of the 900 

plus congregations, including members from Norway. But I want to tell you about one 

particular representative from Myanmar. My meeting Reverend Paul Maung Win was a 

Spirit directed encounter. He had a small table with a display to tell people about his 

ministry. And every day we would walk through the area where he was on our way to lunch. 

In the time leading up to my meeting Rev. Paul the Holy Spirit was working in my heart. 

Preparing me for our encounter. I have looked back at my notes from the conference and 

the Keynotes, bible studies and breakouts were all designed to bring me to Paul and hear 

his story. 

 

On Monday our Keynote speaker said, In order for us to join Jesus on His mission of 

redeeming His world, we needed to enjoy people. Then seek, recognize and respond to 

what Jesus is already doing in the lives of those we are enjoying. My first encounter with 

Paul was at his table on Tuesday afternoon. His display caught my attention and so we 

stopped and talked with him for a few minutes on the way to our breakout session. We 

only had a few minutes to chat with him. Although, when we left him, Heather and I both 

said we wished we had more time to speak with him. 

 

Our breakout session that afternoon was on creating an environment for the Holy Spirit to 

work in us.  We spent time in prayer, praying that we would be open to the Holy Spirit and 

that He would work in and through us. All the time I could feel myself being called to seek 

out Pastor Paul and talk with him more. After the breakout I went looking for him to see if 

he was available to talk later. When I found him, he said his time was mine, and we set a 

time and place.  

 

Later that afternoon when I sat down with Reverend Paul, we talked for about 40 minutes. 

We laughed and cried and prayed together. We talked about his family and his ministry. 

He told me stories about the persecutions and hardships that he and his family endure to 

bring the gospel to the unreached people of Myanmar. A country that is 90% Buddhist. He 

humbly thanked me for letting him tell me his story. He said that he has not been able to 

share with anyone what was on his heart until now and for that he was grateful. When we 

finished, we exchanged information and we prayed together. Praying that God would give 

him strength, show me how I can help his ministry, and that God would bring someone 

alongside his ministry to help him deliver the gospel. We both made a connection that we 

wanted to keep in touch. 

 

LCMC Annual Conference Report 
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Every month we are highlighting a list of work projects every month that need 

completed. The projects range from easy to difficult. If you are interested in taking 

on one of these projects, please contact Lloyd Evans at worship@mlcjoliet.org. 

The projects for this month are: 

 

Install switches in north bathrooms 

Pull staples in upstairs floor of Gathering House 

Dismantle picnic tables on south side of building 

Tighten screws on chairs and hymnal holders in sanctuary 

November Church Work Projects 

Financial Peace University Livestream 
You may know that we host Financial Peace University’s several-week class a few 

times a year. But did you also know that we are hosting a free livestream of Financial 

Peace Live, a one night only event on November 20 at 7:45 pm? If you’re tired of 

worrying about money and want to begin the process of living debt-free, visit 

fpu.com/1100946 to sign up for this event.  

Afterwards, I walked back to meet my wife. Thinking about the freedom I had enjoyed 

worshiping our God without fear of persecution the last three days. Suddenly I was so 

overwhelmed with what just transpired, that tears began to well up. Pastor Dave Stier 

walked up and asked what was wrong. So, I explained to him what happened, and he 

suggested that we try to get Reverend Paul to our church for a visit.  

That night I reached out to him about coming for a visit and he said absolutely. (Keep 

watch, God willing, he will be here soon.) 

I realized then, that when we feel we have nothing to offer God, we simply need to 

show up, be willing to listen and follow Gods lead. So, when you’re invited to attend the 

LCMC conference, say “yes” and just “Listen Up”. God will do the rest. 

Your Brother in Christ 

Mike Brown 

LCMC Annual Conference Report, cont. 

The Christian Education board will hold a Kids’ Night Out on November 7. The 

theme is game, and they’ll be playing all kinds of games. For more info, contact 

Chris Hoelscher at cvb72@aol.com or Jeff Holmes at jpholmes44@yahoo.com. 

Kids’ Night Out Game Time 
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• S.A.L.T. 2.0 (for high school) continues on Tuesdays @ 6:30 pm 

• Head 2 Heart confirmation class (for junior high) continues on Wednesdays @ 

6:15 pm 

• Games Extravaganza w/Special Connections will happen on November 15 from 

7 pm to 10 pm for 5th-12th grade. Come out and play some exciting party 

games. We’ll be working with Special connections, so it’s also a great ministry 

opportunity and a chance to get some service hours as well.  

• Guys & Girls Overnighters will happen immediately after the Games Extravagan-

za on November 15 & 16. High school students will stick around for games, 

movies, fellowship, snack, and more. Bring your energy and something to sleep 

on if you expect to fall asleep. 

• Our annual Thanksgiving Pie Fundraiser work day is on November 23 from 9 

am to 2 pm.   

 

As always, check the youth bulletin boards and youth kiosks for sign up sheets are 

more info. 

Fall Youth Ministry 

OWLS 

Parish Planning Council October 2019 

Here are some highlights from the October 2019 Parish Planning Council meeting:   

 

• The Safety and Security Ministry Board reported on a successful CPR and AED 

training session.  They hope to repeat this training in the future so others may partic-

ipate. 

• There was discussion and plans made for the celebration to honor Pastor  

Nygard’s service to Messiah and retirement on November 3, 2019.  The Parish Fel-

lowship Board is looking for additional assistance in coordinating this large event. 

• A special thank you was issued to Karen Nygard and Kim Ciuffini for their work in 

organizing the recent prayer vigil on October 19.  It was a wonderfully, blessed time 

of prayer and reflection. 

• More volunteers are being sought for the security team that is being established 

by the Safety and Security Ministry Board. 

Walkie talkies have been purchased by the Safety and Security Ministry Board to as-

sist that security team and other groups that have activities and classes in the build-

ing.   All of the First Aid kits have been updated and are located throughout the 

church. 

Come join the OWLS (Older, Wise, Loving Seniors) for a great time of fellowship and 

education on November 12 at noon. The menu will be a Thanksgiving buffet, and 

we’ll be painting a picture with instruction from Lynda Mahalik. Sign up in the  

narthex.  
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Feel free to add to list, if you would like to make a monetary donation instead, the 

cost of a basket is about $ 45. Checks may be made payable to Messiah Lutheran 

Church, memo Food Basket. Please fill and return to Messiah by November 17, 

2009  Volunteers are needed for delivery on Saturday November 23, 2019 from 9 

am – 11 am If you can help please contact Doug Potts, 815-370-6470, or email 

dougpotts03@gmail.com   

 

Thank You and God Bless You! 

Stewardship Committee 

Dear Members of Messiah Lutheran Church, 

 

Proverbs 22:9 states “Whoever has a bountiful eye will be blessed, for he shares his 

bread with the poor”.  We will again be doing food baskets for our members and our 

community.  In 2018 we distributed 20 food baskets; let’s see what we can do in 

2019.  

If you are in need, or know a person or family in need of a basket, please contact 

the church office.   

 

Contents For Food Baskets  

 

Fruit Punch or Hi-C   2 cans/bottles  

2lb bag of macaroni/pasta 1 pkg. 

Beef Stew    2 cans     

Saltines/ Crackers   1 box 

Yams     1 can     

Jello     3 boxes 

Jelly     1 jar    

Chicken Noodle Soup  2 cans 

Vegetable Soup   2 cans     

Cream of Mushroom Soup  2 cans 

Tomato Soup   2 cans     

Fruit Cocktail    2 cans 

Thanksgiving Dinner Baskets 

The next deadline for those wishing to be considered for a Christian Service Schol-

arship is November 30. The Stewardship budget includes a line-item to support 

those going on to spread the message of the Gospel through higher education di-

rectly related to Christian ministry and missionary endeavors. Applications are avail-

able in the church office and applicants are encouraged to apply. Those applicants 

with a significant connection with MLC will be given preference. Please contact 

Doug Potts for more information at 815-370-6470 or dougpotts03@gmail.com.   

Christian Service Scholarship 2019 
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Join Joliet Area Community Hospice (JACH) the evening before Thanksgiving to take 

part in the city’s most touching tree lighting ceremony. During this beautiful evening, 

take a moment to remember friends and family who are no longer with you. Walk 

across the Rialto Square Theatre stage and place an ornament on one of the trees in 

your loved one’s memory as their name is being read. Enjoy a memorial video tribute 

set to music that includes pictures of loved ones who have passed. Music, poetry and 

readings fill the evening with love, comfort and hope.  

 

If you are interested in this event, or have any questions, please contact Events and 

Media Coordinator, Laureen Crotteau at 815-740-4104 ext. 257 or at 

lcrotteau@joliethospice.org. You must be registered by November 20 to participate.  

 

 

 

Celebrating the Ministry of Pastor David Nygard 

 

Please join us for a Scandinavian themed potluck to honor Pastor David Nygard and 

his family on Sunday, November 3rd at 12:15 pm.  All are welcomed.  Meat and 

mashed potatoes will be provided.   

 

Please bring a dish to share based on your last name as follows: 

 

A-G: Hot vegetables, H-M: Cold vegetables, N-S: Salads, T-Z: Desserts 

 

Scandinavian dishes welcomed, but not required! 

 

Be sure to let us know you’ll attend by signing up on the poster in the narthex or by 

contacting the church office at 815 741-9983 by October 20th. 

 

Help Needed! 
 

Students are needed to help serve food at the dinner from 12:15-2:15. They will re-

ceive service hours for this. Please contact Caleb Valkovich, caleb-

valko89@hotmail.com) if you are interested or have any questions. 

Lights of Love 

Pr. Nygard’s Retirement Party 
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 Stewardship Update 

You simply cannot write, talk, preach or teach on stewardship and generosity without 

including gratitude and thanksgiving. If stewardship is one side of the coin, gratitude 

and thanksgiving are the flip side. A heart filled with gratitude is the great cure-all for 

greediness and selfishness. Gratitude moves people from being tight-fisted with their 

resources to a place of looking for areas of need and opportunities to give. The happi-

est people are generous people. To complete the thought, the most generous people in 

this ministry of stewardship are people who are deeply thankful and recognize that God 

is the source of all blessings, the giver of all “good and perfect gifts.” 

 

For the month of November we have two great stewardship opportunities, Thanksgiving 

Baskets and Samaritan’s Purse, Operation Christmas Child. Consider participating in 

both. Stewardship thought for the month of November and prayerfully consider  

"How does your giving relate to thankfulness?"  The Stewardship Committee is thankful 

for all of our members who use their time, talents and treasures to serve the Lord.  

Happy Thanksgiving. 

 

Sincerely, 

The Stewardship Committee- Donna Stier, Gary Phillips, Gerry Boe and Doug Potts 

 

 

 

 

Please note that content for the weekly bulletin is due by noon each Thursday & con-

tent for the monthly newsletter is due by the 22nd of each month. Thank you for your 

cooperation! 

Communication Deadlines 

 

Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes 

Dear Members of Messiah Lutheran, 

Since 1993, Samaritan’s Purse has collected more than 168 million shoeboxes packed 

with toys and other fun items by people like you, and delivered them to boys and girls in 

need about the world in partnership with local churches.   

We will again be supporting Samaritans Purse, for operation Christmas Child.  “Shoeboxes” 

will be available beginning on Sunday October 27, 2019 and are due back to the church 

no later than Sunday November 17, 2019.   You may also make a monetary donation at 

the table, if you are unable to fill a shoebox. Please visit our table in the narthex.  

Would you consider joining us in spreading Good news and great joy this year by packing a 

shoebox or two, or providing postage costs ($9.00 to ship one box)? 

Cash or Checks may be made payable to Samaritan’s Purse, memo “Operation Christmas 

Child”.   

For more information about this stewardship opportunity please visit https://

www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child.   

For any questions, please contact Donna Steir 779-234-9225.  
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Counters   Readers 8 AM 

Date Name   Name Date 

November 3 Stan Buhr, Kate Joho   Ruth Ann Ungeran November 3 

November 10 Cindy Moauro, Judy Fowler   Marsha Smith November 10 

November 17 Dana Stier, Gerry Hauge  Beth Hohisel November 17 

November 24 Brian Wielbik, Dan Stukel  Ron Sarver November 24 

  S   

Ushers 8 AM  E Readers 9:30 AM 

November 3 Jerry Buchenau, Terry Anderson R Marcie Vickers November 3 

November 10 Don Cyborski, Craig Stone V Molly Hoover November 10 

November 17 Wayne Lauffer, Bob Miller I Crystal Harrison November 17 

November 24 Mike Joho, Dave Peterson N Kathy Thomason November 24 

Ushers 9:30 AM  G Readers 11 AM 

November 3 Bill Unyi, Lou Mahalik  Laura Snider November 3 

November 10 Judy Queen, Jeff Holmes  Donna Stier November 17 

November 17 Bob Arko, Roger Gordon  Greeters 8 AM 

November 24 Aimee Gipes, Stephanie Gregoles  Nancy Bertnik November 3 

  A Kathy Mueller & Darlene Matison November 10 

Ushers 11 AM T Ruth Ann Ungeran & Bev Korby November 17 

November 3 Gary Phillips, Harold Stier   Sandy Peterson & Marty Hohisel November 24 

November 10 Gary Ally, Phil & Alex Pribnow    

November 17 Doug & Janet Potts                        Greeters 9:30 AM  

November 24 Mike Scarelli, Darryl Hoelscher  Kim Ciuffini November 3 

  M Bob & Gayle Arko November 10 

Communion Assistants 8 AM E Darryl & Cindi Souza November 17 

November 3 Brian & Kristi Werner S Sheldon & Marjie Nicol November 24 

November 10 Beverky Korby, Nancy Bertnick S   

November 17 Marsha Smith & Greg Dole I  Greeters 11 AM 

November 24 Mike & Kate Joho A Pat Haaksma & Linda Frey November 3 

  H Sharon Morton November 10 

Communion Assistants 9:30 AM  Summar Evans November 17 

November 3 
Sherye Schwarz, Jane Costello, Linda Haw-

kinson 
 Kim Ciuffini November 24 

November 17 Liz Liming, Aimee Gipes, Beverly Korby    

Communion Assistants 11 AM  

Would you like to help serve?  
Call the Church Office at 815-741-4488   

November 3 Doug Potts, Alison Capps, Tammie Terry  

November 17 
Harold Stier, Donna Stier, Diane Ander-

son 
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November 1 

Joyce Smith 

Joseph Ulrich 

November 2 

Alia Baranoski 

Tom Bond 

Kimberly Ciuffini 

Brandy Craig 

Ryan & Kathryn Kittler 

Kellie Kowalczyk 

Zayden Lawler 

November 3 

Max Binzen 

Paul Crisp 

Brian Cummings 

Allen Larson 

Jerome Maki 

Cindy McPhail 

Mark Snider 

June Wassenaar 

November 4 

Timothy Boe 

Nancy Dusak 

William & Mary Lackey 

Diane Santorineos 

Jayci Thoma 

Brian & Christy Werner 

November 5 

Kenny Howard 

Jim Proffitt 

Lukas Warcholek 

November 6 

Jason Beavis 

Kameron Courtright 

David Silverman 

Jacob Strom 

November 7 

Jonathan Glisson 

Carol Thompson 

November 8 

Greg Belsha 

Danielle Binkley 

Trish Gillman 

November 9 

Joseph Beavis 

Mark Skroko 

Jane Stukel 

November 10 

Noah Nuyttens 

Julia Remus 

Megan Vainowski 

Noveber 11 

Brynn Arnott 

Kevin Bastian 

Nick Dudzinski 

November Birthdays & Anniversaries 
November 11 Continued 

Hadley Vickers 

Marcy Vickers 

Evelyn Weiss 

Presley Weiss 

Chris Johnson 

Mason & Brenna Luebbing 

November 12 

Jesse & Joan Cohoon 

Jackson Nehr 

Ryan Southcomb 

November 13 

Susan Binkley 

Jesse Cohoon 

Carla Dunbar 

November 14 

Rebecca Fleming 

Chris Hoelscher 

Kale & Jessica Martin 

Andrew Martin 

Elena Prybell 

Sharon Schwarz 

November 15 

Ina Brixey 

Lori Burnetti 

Sylvia Magemeneas 

Elizabeth Stutte 

Alexis Williams 

November 16 

Olivia Bowman 

Kathy Mueller 

Christy Werner 

November 17 

Gabrielle Binkley 

Earl & Joyce Fromm 

Bradley Miller 

Cash Ocampo 

Bob & Donna Robertson 

November 18 

Greg Gipes 

April Henry 

November 19 

Bonnie Anderson 

Caitlyn Andreas 

Isabella Binkley 

Logan Boruff 

Greg Dole 

David Haldeman 

Evi Stepien 

November 20 

Austin Bernhard 

November 21 

Allyson Burns 

Greyson Ditch 

Alex Knudsen 

November 21 Continued 

John Lindstrom 

Allan Stromsta 

November 22 

Gary Ally 

James Kennedy 

Tessa Stutte 

November 23 

Nikolai Stier 

Phyllis Webb 

November 24 

Sharon Anderson 

Ryerson Walsh 

November 25 

Bentley Steffen 

November 26 

Elizabeth McDonald 

Janet Potts 

November 27 

Ryan Liberty 

Kevin Miller 

Chase Puleo 

Jacob Puleo 

Darlene Strong 

November 28 

Keith Thompson 

Carolyn Torkelson 

November 29 

Anthony Burnetti 

David Peterson 

Lorenzo Rodriguez 

November 30 

Christopher Edgar 

Amy Gjerde 

Beverly Korby 

Marsha Smith 
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