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SUNDAY WORSHIP  
JANUARY 17, 2021 

9:30 AM 
 
 

Pastor Kurt Hoover 
Pastor David Stier 

 
Organist: Rose Ann Sochan 

Choir Director: Herb Alexander 
Children’s Outreach Director: Christine Murray 

Youth Director: Brian Phipps 
Worship Coordinator: Lloyd Evans 

 
 

“Honor the Lord for the glory of his name. Worship the Lord 
in the splendor of his holiness.” (Psalm 29:2)  

40 Houbolt Rd. 
Joliet, IL 60431 
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Welcome To Messiah Lutheran Church livestream 
JANUARY 17, 2021 

9:30 A.M. 
Enter Reverently, Worship Joyfully, Live Faithfully 

 
PRELUDE                                                                                             Rose Ann Sochan 
 
 
OPENING HYMN     “Faith Is the Victory” p. 486 v. 1-3   The Hymnal
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LITANY ADAPTED FROM PSALM 102  
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Hear my prayer, O Lord; 
let my cry come to you! 
Do not hide your face from me in the day of my distress! 
Incline your ear to me; answer me speedily in the day when I 
call!  
For my days pass away like smoke,  
and my bones burn like a furnace.  
My heart is struck down like grass and has withered; I forget to          
eat my bread.  
All the day my enemies taunt me; those who deride me use my  
name for a curse.  
But you, O Lord, are enthroned forever; 
you are remembered throughout all generations.  
You will arise and have pity on Zion;  
it is the time to favor her; the appointed time has come.  
We worship you LORD in the Name of the Father, The Son and the 
Holy Spirit  
Amen.  

Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
 
All: 
 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
 
All: 
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HYMNS OF PRAISE   “Trust and Obey”  v. 1-2, 5  p. 349  The Hymnal 
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HYMNS OF PRAISE   “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”  p. 435 v. 1-3   The Hymnal 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Leader: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if 
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and  

  cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
A MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER AND REFLECTION 
 
Leader: Holy and Gracious God, 
All: I confess that I have sinned against you this day and every day. Some of my sin I 

know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—but some is 
known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness. Deliver and re-
store me, that I may rest in peace and live each day for You. 

Leader: By the mercy of God we are united with Jesus Christ, and in Him we are forgiven. 
We rest now in His peace and rise every morning to serve Him.  Amen.  

 
THE OFFERING                                                                          Rose Ann Sochan 
 
 
OUR RESPONSE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                     Audra Spielman  
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OUR OLD TESTAMENT LESSON 
Deuteronomy 11:13-23 (NLT) 
Reader: Marcy Vickers 
 
13 

“If you carefully obey the commands I am giving you today, and if you love 
the Lord your God and serve him with all your heart and soul, 

14 
then he will send the 

rains in their proper seasons—the early and late rains—so you can bring in your har-
vests of grain, new wine, and olive oil. 

15 
He will give you lush pastureland for your live-

stock, and you yourselves will have all you want to eat. 

16 
“But be careful. Don’t let your heart be deceived so that you turn away from 

the Lord and serve and worship other gods. 
17 

If you do, the Lord’s anger will burn 
against you. He will shut up the sky and hold back the rain, and the ground will fail to 
produce its harvests. Then you will quickly die in that good land the Lord is giving you. 

18 
“So commit yourselves wholeheartedly to these words of mine. Tie them to your 

hands and wear them on your forehead as reminders. 
19 

Teach them to your children. 
Talk about them when you are at home and when you are on the road, when you are 
going to bed and when you are getting up. 

20 
Write them on the doorposts of your 

house and on your gates, 
21 

so that as long as the sky remains above the earth, you and 
your children may flourish in the land the Lord swore to give your ancestors. 

22 
“Be careful to obey all these commands I am giving you. Show love to the Lord your 

God by walking in his ways and holding tightly to him. 
23 

Then the Lord will drive out all 
the nations ahead of you, though they are much greater and stronger than you, and you 
will take over their land. 
  
OUR EPISTLE LESSON 
Philippians 4: 2-9 & 18-20 (NLT) 
 
2 
Now I appeal to Euodia and Syntyche. Please, because you belong to the Lord, settle 

your disagreement. 
3 
And I ask you, my true partner,

[a]
 to help these two women, for 

they worked hard with me in telling others the Good News. They worked along with 
Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are written in the Book of Life. 
4 
Always be full of joy in the Lord. I say it again—rejoice! 

5 
Let everyone see that you are 

considerate in all you do. Remember, the Lord is coming soon.
[b]

 

6 
Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, 

and thank him for all he has done. 
7 
Then you will experience God’s peace, which ex-

ceeds anything we can understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you 
live in Christ Jesus. 

8 
And now, dear brothers and sisters, one final thing. Fix your thoughts on what is true, 

and honorable, and right, and pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think about things that 
are excellent and worthy of praise. 

9 
Keep putting into practice all you learned and re-

ceived from me—everything you heard from me and saw me doing. Then the God of 
peace will be with you. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+4%3A+2-9&version=NLT#fen-NLT-29406a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+4%3A+2-9&version=NLT#fen-NLT-29408b


 8 

 
18 

At the moment I have all I need—and more! I am generously supplied with the gifts 
you sent me with Epaphroditus. They are a sweet-smelling sacrifice that is acceptable 
and pleasing to God. 

19 
And this same God who takes care of me will supply all your 

needs from his glorious riches, which have been given to us in Christ Jesus. 

20 
Now all glory to God our Father forever and ever! Amen. 

 
OUR GOSPEL LESSON 
Matthew 11:25-30 (NIV)  
 
 

 

25 
At that time Jesus prayed this prayer: “O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, thank you 

for hiding these things from those who think themselves wise and clever, and for reveal-
ing them to the childlike. 

26 
Yes, Father, it pleased you to do it this way! 

27 
“My Father has entrusted everything to me. No one truly knows the Son except the Fa-

ther, and no one truly knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son 
chooses to reveal him.” 

28 
Then Jesus said, “Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy burdens, and I 

will give you rest. 
29 

Take my yoke upon you. Let me teach you, because I am humble 
and gentle at heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 

30 
For my yoke is easy to bear, 

and the burden I give you is light.” 
 
 
                                                                  
                                                                        MESSAGE          
 
 
                                                                                                 “Hope For the Weary”  
                                                                                                  By Pastor David Stier 
                                                                                             (Copies of this sermon and  
                                                                      others can be found online  
                                                                                  at mlcjoliet.org)   
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WORSHIP SONG      “Be Still, My Soul” v. 1-2   p. 347 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WORDS OF FAITH                                                       The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day He 
rose again. He ascended into Heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
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 THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                  Instrumental by Rose Ann Sochan 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen 
 
HYMN                                      “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
All: Thank you Father for the gift of salvation. Thank You Lord Jesus for this holy meal 
and the sacrifice of Your life. Thank You Holy Spirit for awakening faith within our 
hearts. We hear Your voice in this meal and celebrate Your holy presence. Melt us, 
mold us, fill us, use us. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
 
THE BENEDICTION 
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 CLOSING HYMN                  “Christ is Risen” v.1 & 2 
 
 

Let no one caught in sin remain 
Inside the lie of inward shame 
We fix our eyes upon the cross 

And run to Him who showed great love 
And bled for us 

Freely You bled, for us 
 

Christ is risen from the dead 
Trampling over death by death 

Come awake, come awake 
Come and rise up from the grave 

 
Christ is risen from the dead 
We are one with Him again 
Come awake, come awake 

Come and rise up from the grave 
 

Beneath the weight of all our sin 
You bow to none but heaven's will 

No scheme of hell, no scoffer's crown 
No burden great can hold You down 

In strength You reign 
Forever let Your church proclaim 

 
Oh death! Where is your sting? 
Oh hell! Where is your victory? 

Oh Church! Come stand in the light 
The glory of God has defeated the night  

POSTLUDE                                                                        Rose Ann Sochan   
God Will Never Lead You To A Place  
Where His Grace Cannot Keep You. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #35178., CCLI License No. 854341 
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MLC NEWS 

 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

Our annual congregational meeting will occur on January 31 at 12:30 pm. All members 
are encouraged to attend. We will also be streaming the meeting with a password-

protected stream. The link will be provided next week, and will be accessible from our 
website as well. We will be voting on the 2021 church budget. There will be annual re-

ports available on January 24 in the narthex. 
 

CONNECTION CARD 
Stay connected with Messiah Lutheran. Fill out the green connection card in the pew 

in front of you, or go to bit.ly/MLCConnect to fill out our online connection card. 
 

ONLINE GIVING 
Online giving is an easy way to give to MLC, and there are three ways to do it: 

1) Follow this link: messiahlutheranchurch.churchcenter.com/giving 
2) Download the Church Center app on your phone or tablet and choose to use either 

your debit/credit card or automatic bank withdrawal.  
3) Text your dollar amount (with a dollar sign in front of it) to 84321. 

 
WORSHIP SERVICES FOR JANUARY 

Please make your reservation for what service you plan to attend at  
mlcjoliet.org.  The 8:00 and 9:30 services will be streamed live as well, and there will be 
overflow in the narthex for those services if we surpass the 70 person threshold. Other 

non-religious or non-educational building usage will be encouraged to follow both 
state and church-posted protocols. If you’d like a standing reservation at one of the 

services, call the office or email Lloyd at worship@mlcjoliet.org and we will put you on 
the standing reservation list.   

 
PRAYER CHAIN 

Messiah uses a prayer chain made up of people willing to pray for our members, com-
munity and nation in times of crisis. The prayers are confidential and anonymous as 

much as possible. You can make a difference through the gift of your prayers. Contact 
Cindi Souza at regency118@comcast.net or Pastor Dave at  

pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org to become a partner.  
 

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY 
The spring semester of Financial Peace University is coming soon. It’s a free budgeting 

class for Joliet area residents. Dates and times are forthcoming. Also, there will be a 
$100 emergency fund starter to the first 10 people who complete our online Financial 

Peace University (based on need).   
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GET INVOLVED 

 
DAYBREAK SHELTER 

Because of Covid-19, Daybreak Shelter is now collecting and delivering them instead of 
packaging them. We are still accepting donations of these items during normal office 

hours, Monday through Friday, 9 am to 5 pm. We need donations of individually wrapped 
snacks, instant oatmeal, hot chocolate packets, cereal boxes (small) and fruit. 

 
SERMON CLASS 

Have you ever pictured yourself as the person bringing the message on Sunday morn-
ing?  We would like to provide some training for anyone feeling called to explore what is 

involved in preaching law and gospel.  Contact Pr. Kurt if you are interested. We will begin 
at the end of January.  

 
MLC NEEDS 

 
QUILTERS NEEDS 

Quilters are in need of any size sheets. Please be sure they are without rips, tears or stains. 
There is a basket in the narthex to put them. Thank you.  

 
MLC CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

 
ZOOM KAHOOT PARTY (Sunday, January 31 at 3 pm) 

Join us for a virtual game night. If your child is ages kindergarten through 6th grade, 
they’re invited! It will be on Zoom, so you will need internet, a computer and the Remind 

app to receive the code. More information to come.  
 

AWANA (Wednesdays, online) 
Awana looks a little different, but the goal of teaching children the word of God and train-
ing them to serve Him will remain.  It’s virtual Awana, with weekly releases including wor-
ship time, group lessons and bible verse memorization. We’ll gather together occasionally 
to allow for some fun and social interaction. We’ll be sure to meet in a large area and prac-
tice social distancing. It’s for Preschool - 6

th
 grade. You don’t need to have joined Awana to 

participate this year! Make sure to join Remind to get the latest Awana updates. To join, 
simply text @awanamlc to 81010 or go to remind.com/join/awanamlc. Get links to Awana 

videos at mlcjoliet.org/awana. 
 

MLC STUDENT MINISTRY 

 
MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

We’re back in the building for Sunday school for middle and high school students (7th-
12th grade) every Sunday. We’re doing it both in-person and on Zoom. We meet upstairs 
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in the Awana area. Contact Brian at brian@mlcjoliet.org for a link to Zoom Sunday 
school. 

 
VAN FUNDRAISER 

Purchase fabulous masks today and help the MLC Youth raise funds for a much 
needed van. “Faith” and “Hope” masks come in a pack of 2 for $15. Purchases can 

be made in the narthex. 
 
 

FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN (Friday, January 22nd at 4:30 pm) 
We are going back to FMSC! This is a great ministry where the students work to-
gether to pack food for children in need across the world. We will be meeting at 

the church at 4:30 pm and will be back around 9:00 pm. Be sure to sign up for this 
awesome ministry. Contact Brian at brian@mlcjoliet.org. 

 
SKYZONE NIGHT (pending date Friday, January 29) 

More information to come.  
 

GLOW NIGHT (Friday, February 19th from 4pm-7pm) 
Hey 7th-12th grade: get ready for Glow Night! We will have students come in their 
best glow in the dark clothing. We will have glow in the dark tape and glow in the 

dark paint. We will play volleyball, basketball, dodge ball, have a devo time and fel-
lowship with the student.  

 
MFUGE MISSION TRIP (July 12th-17th)  

We will be taking a trip to Tennessee to do M-Fuge which stands for Mission Fuge. 
M-fuge is a ministry that takes student ministries from all over the country and 

brings them into one area to serve. During this week students will be put in ministry 
situations that can range from yard work, day care, teaching, to recreation, buidling, 
and more, all in a local community. The goal of this is to open students’ eyes to the 
need that they have in their hometown. This is accompanied with awesome worship 
nights where the students have a big group worship along with church group time, 
and small group time. This is for students going into 9th grade in August 2021 to 

graduating 12th graders. Talk to Brian about signing up for this ministry opportuni-
ty at brian@mlcjoliet.org.  

 

EVENTS 

 
ACTS BIBLE STUDY LIFE GROUP  

(Tuesdays at 6:30 pm) 
This book of Acts Bible study is led by Jeanette Wegemer at Mike and Jeanette’s 
home and via Zoom. The book being used for the study is “New Wine: A Study of 
Transition in the Book of Acts” by J. Dwight Pentecost, which can be purchased on 
Amazon or through the church office. Contact the church office if you are interest-

ed in attending.  
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WALKING IN FAITH (Wednesdays at 11 am) 
For the foreseeable future, this group will walking at the Joliet mall at 11 am. 

Email Sherri at bookkeeper@mlcjoliet.org for more info.  
 

PARENTING STUDY LIFE GROUP (Wednesdays at 6:30) 
Tom Bond is leading a study through the book “Tough Guys and Drama Queens” 

for parents of teenagers. The group is meeting at 6:30 pm. Please email  
pastor.stier@mlcjoliet to let us know your interest in the group.  

 
PRAYER GROUP (Thursdays at 10 am)  

In the sanctuary and on Zoom platform. Email pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org for 
more information. 

 
INSIGHT ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

After much prayer and discernment, the church leadership has decided that  
Insight and Messiah Kids SS will be postponed until some time in 2021.  

We will be constantly evaluating the situation in our area and pray to restart as 
soon as the timing is right. In the meantime, we encourage you to worship as a 
family - we always have something for the kids to keep them busy during the 

service. 
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STEWARDSHIP VERSE OF THE WEEK 

 
Luke 15:11.  

“If then you have not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to 
you the true riches.” 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
Today’s altar flowers are provided today by Daryl & Cindi Souza in celebration of 
their 50th wedding anniversary. If you would like to purchase altar flowers, please 

call the church office or sign up in the church narthex.  
 

 

STEWARDSHIP &  
ATTENDANCE 

 

LAST WEEK: 
(Streaming only) 

8:00 am: 35 
9:30 am: 37 
11:00 am: 50 

 
Online: 537 

 
 

All online counts are estimates only. 
 

2020 BUDGET 

 
*Yearly Operating Budget: $673,238 
Average Need Each Week: $12,946 

Received last week: $12,004 
Received year-to-date: $15,759 
Needed year-to-date: $25,893 

 
* Proposed 2021 budget 

  

Youth Van Fundraiser: $22,678 
Christmas Gifts to Messiah: $15,242 

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
 

TODAY (January 17) 
8 am Worship/Online Worship 

9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 
9:30 am MH & HS Sunday School 

11 am Worship 
MONDAY (January 18) 

8 am Cornerstone Homeschool 
TUESDAY (January 19) 

6:30 pm S.A.L.T. 
6:30 pm ACTS Life Group 

WEDNESDAY (January 20) 
8 am Classic Conversations Homeschool 

6:15 pm H2H 
6:30 pm Parenting Life Group 

THURSDAY (January 21) 
10 am Prayer Group 

11:30 am Staff Meeting 
FRIDAY (January 22) 

N/A 
SATURDAY (January 23) 

9 am Worship Team Rehearsal 
NEXT SUNDAY (January 24) 
8:00 Worship/Online Worship 

9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 
9:30 am MS & HS Sunday School 

11 am Worship 


