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SUNDAY WORSHIP  
MARCH 15, 2020 
8:00 & 9:30 AM 

 
 

Pastor Kurt Hoover 
Pastor David Stier 

 
Organist: Rose Ann Sochan 

Choir Director: Herb Alexander 
Worship Coordinator: Lloyd Evans 

 
 

“I was glad when they said to me,  
‘Let us go to the house of the Lord.’” (Psalm 122:1) 

40 Houbolt Rd. 
Joliet, IL 60431 

815.741.4488 www.mlcjoliet.org 
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Welcome To Messiah Lutheran Church  
March 15, 2020 

8:00 & 9:30 A.M. (Child care provided) 
 

Enter Reverently, Worship Joyfully, Live Faithfully 
 

PRELUDE                                                                                         Rose Ann Sochan 
 

OPENING HYMN     “Revive Us Again”  p. 295  v. 1-4                     The Hymnal
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LITANY ADAPTED FROM PROVERBS 30 
All Lands Summoned to Praise God 
 
Pastor:   Who but God goes up to heaven and comes back down? 
All:       Who holds the wind in his hands? 
Pastor:  Who wraps up the oceans in his cloak? 
All:   Who has created the whole wide world? 
Pastor:  What is his name—and his son’s name? 
All:   Proclaim it if you know! 
Pastor:   Every word of God proves true. 
All:   He is a shield to all who come to him for protection. 
Pastor: Do not add to his words, 
All:   or he may rebuke you and expose you as a liar. 
Pastor:  Our God is fair and just, and we proclaim these truths in his name. 
All:   Amen 
 
WELCOME 
(Please sign the information card FOUND IN THE PEW IN FRONT OF YOU and place 
in the offering plate.) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
SANCTUARY CHOIR (9:30)      “Surely He Has Borne Our Griefs”  
Arr. Lloyd Larson, Led by Herb Alexander 
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HYMNS OF PRAISE                 p. 234  v. 1-2 Maranatha! Praise 
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HYMN                                           p. 463  v. 1-2  The Hymnal 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 
Leader: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if 

we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness. 

 
A MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER AND REFLECTION 
 
Leader: Holy and Gracious God, 
All: I confess that I have sinned against you this day and every day. Some of my sin I 

know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—but some is 
known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness. Deliver and 
restore me, that I may rest in peace and live each day for You. 

Leader: By the mercy of God we are united with Jesus Christ, and in Him we are forgiven. 
We rest now in His peace and rise every morning to serve Him.  Amen.  

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  (8:00)                                                                  Audra Spielman 
 
THE OFFERING                               Rose Ann Sochan 
Ushers this morning are Bob Miller (8:00) 
Roger Gordon and Bob Arko (9:30) 
 
 
OUR RESPONSE 
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 OUR OLD TESTAMENT LESSON 

Exodus 14:5-13 

Readers:  Faye Werner (8:00) & Angie Mitchka (9:30) 

 
5 
When word reached the king of Egypt that the Israelites had fled, Pharaoh and his 

officials changed their minds. “What have we done, letting all those Israelite slaves 

get away?” they asked. 
6 
So Pharaoh harnessed his chariot and called up his 

troops. 
7 
He took with him 600 of Egypt’s best chariots, along with the rest of the 

chariots of Egypt, each with its commander. 
8 
The Lord hardened the heart of 

Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, so he chased after the people of Israel, who had left with 

fists raised in defiance. 
9 
The Egyptians chased after them with all the forces in 

Pharaoh’s army—all his horses and chariots, his charioteers, and his troops. The 

Egyptians caught up with the people of Israel as they were camped beside the shore 

near Pi-hahiroth, across from Baal-zephon. 

10 
As Pharaoh approached, the people of Israel looked up and panicked when they 

saw the Egyptians overtaking them. They cried out to the Lord, 
11 

and they said to 

Moses, “Why did you bring us out here to die in the wilderness? Weren’t there 

enough graves for us in Egypt? What have you done to us? Why did you make us 

leave Egypt? 
12 

Didn’t we tell you this would happen while we were still in Egypt? We 

said, ‘Leave us alone! Let us be slaves to the Egyptians. It’s better to be a slave in 

Egypt than a corpse in the wilderness!’” 
13 

But Moses told the people, “Don’t be afraid. Just stand still and watch 
the Lord rescue you today. The Egyptians you see today will never be seen again. 
 
 
OUR GOSPEL LESSON 
Matthew 14:22-33 (NLT) 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 

22 
Immediately after this, Jesus insisted that his disciples get back into the boat and 

cross to the other side of the lake, while he sent the people home. 
23 

After sending 
them home, he went up into the hills by himself to pray. Night fell while he was 
there alone. 
24 

Meanwhile, the disciples were in trouble far away from land, for a strong wind had 
risen, and they were fighting heavy waves. 

25 
About three o’clock in the 

morning Jesus came toward them, walking on the water. 
26 

When the disciples saw 
him walking on the water, they were terrified. In their fear, they cried out, “It’s a 
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ghost!” 

27 
But Jesus spoke to them at once. “Don’t be afraid,” he said. “Take courage. I 

am here!” 
28 

Then Peter called to him, “Lord, if it’s really you, tell me to come to you, 
walking on the water.” 

29 
“Yes, come,” Jesus said. So Peter went over the side of the 

boat and walked on the water toward Jesus. 
30 

But when he saw the strong
, 
wind and 

the waves, he was terrified and began to sink. “Save me, Lord!” he shouted. 
31 

Jesus 
immediately reached out and grabbed him. “You have so little faith,” Jesus said. “Why 
did you doubt me?” 

32 
When they climbed back into the boat, the wind 

stopped. 
33 

Then the disciples worshiped him. “You really are the Son of God!” they 
exclaimed. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
THE MESSAGE     

Unafraid: What Did I Miss? 
By Pastor David Stier 

(Copies of this sermon and others can be found  
on our sermon table in the church entryway.)  
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 HYMN:                              p. 330  v. 1-3  The Hymnal  
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 WORDS OF FAITH                                                         The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day He rose again. He ascended into 
Heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen.  
      
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
THE BENEDICTION 
 
CLOSING HYMN                        p. 52  v.1-3, 6 The Hymnal  
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 POSTLUDE                                                                         Rose Ann Sochan   
God Will Never Lead You To A Place  
Where His Grace Cannot Keep You. 

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #35178., CCLI License No. 854341 

 

MLC NEWS 
 

WELCOME EVERYONE!  
We’re glad you’re here! Whether you’re a first-time guest or have been attending for a 

long time, we’re excited that you are a part of our worship time this morning!  
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT LENTEN SERVICES  
Our Lenten services on Wednesday night are a wonderful way stay connected during 

the week as we lead up to Easter. Please join us at 7:15 for worship and a sermon 
based around the theme “Give Up”, where we’ll talk about all the ways in which we 

need to surrender to God.  
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
Today’s altar flowers were provided by Nicole Burke in honor of Pat Burke’s birthday 

and by Erma Turner in memory of Dorothy Nygard. If you would like to purchase altar 
flowers for a particular Sunday, sign up on the narthex Connect wall. 

 
INSIGHT 2020 (ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES) 

1) Gathering House 
March 1—How do I handle betrayal? (Psalm 41) 

March 8—How can I know God's plan for my family's future? (1 Chr. 17: 1-5) 
March 15—What's my story in God's eyes? (Psalm 30) 

March 22—What does God want my legacy to be: (1 Chronicles 28:1-20) 
March 29—Why does it feel like God sometimes doesn't  

keep the promises make in the Bible? (Psalm 1) 
2) Fellowship Hall 

March 1 & 8—Theology 101 (Foundational teaching on Christianity)  
March 15 & 22—Hello, God, Are You There?  

(Biblical answers to supposedly unanswered prayers) 
March 29—Luanne Jelm-Eickholtz: Short term Missions  

(Serving the great Physician) 
3) Mosaic 

Emotionally Healthy Spirituality : Day by Day by Peter Scazzero. 
 

2020 CHURCH DIRECTORY 
We are checking our member/attender information for this year’s church directory. If 

you have any information that has changed within the last year, please email the 
church office with any changes at office.manager@mlcjoliet.org. Today is the last day 

we will be checking information in the narthex after each service.  
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FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY 
Congratulations to our two families who graduated from Financial Peace University on 
Sunday March 8, 2020 from MLC Joliet (Messiah Lutheran Church) They have changed 
their family tree. You can too!  Learn how to save money, pay off and get out of debt, 

and GIVE like no-one else.  Visit www.financialpeace.com and sign up today! 
 

ONLINE GIVING 
MLC has begun offering online giving for your convenience,  

and there are three ways to give: 
1) Go to messiahlutheranchurch.churchcenter.com/giving 

2) Download the Church Center app to your phone or tablet 
3) Text-to-Give (text your giving amount to 84321) 

You can always contact the church office if you have any questions: you can call or 
email Lloyd at worship@mlcjoliet.org.  

 

THANK YOU 
 

    Thank you dear friends for the bouquet of flowers from the congregation 
remembering the death of our loving mother Dorothy Nygard, (6-11-1923 to 3-4-

2020). Thank you for the cards, texts, calls and gifts celebrating her life. You've heard 
me talk about her in my sermons. Many got to know her on her visits. She was gentle, 
kind and full of faith. Mom  was in a deep sleep for five days and awakened once at 
the sound of her grandchildren's voices. On the fifth day we laid hands on her and 
said a prayer, and then left the room. A minute later Jesus took her home. It was 

beautiful. We felt your prayers, Pastor Dave and Karen Nygard, Andrew Nygard, Anna 
Fiday, Elise Tabb and our families. 

 

MLC NEEDS 
 

LANDSCAPING 
The volunteer landscape crew needs you!  If you can help just one hour a week per 
week, any time, any day, we would love it. Light jobs include racking mulch, pulling 

weeds, trimming shrubs, etc. Contact Jim Ortinau at 815-782-5295, or track me down 
after 8:00 service or adult study time. 

 
DAYBREAK SHELTER VOLUNTEERS 

Volunteers are needed to serve dinner to needy people at Daybreak Homeless Shelter 
in Joliet. The commitment is from 5:45 pm to 7:45 pm on the second Monday of each 
month. A team of Messiah members meets at the shelter to set up and serve dinner. 
The people are very appreciative for a warm meal. If you can help, please sign up at 

the Connect wall. 
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EASTER EGG HUNT DONATIONS & SETUP 
The Christian Ed. Team is in need of baskets and items to create Easter baskets (for children 

up to fourth grade) for our Easter egg hunt.  We are grateful for anything!  Please drop 
items off in the bin in the narthex. There will be a setup day on Saturday, April 4 at 9 am. If 

you can make it, we’d love to have you help prepare for this great event! 
 

MLC STUDENT MINISTRY 

 
WORKCAMP TRAINING (March 14 @ 9 am) 

Students who are attending workcamp should be at this training to learn the skills needed 
for this missions trip.  

MAFIA (March 20 from 7-10 pm) 
The next Mafia night is coming up fast! This time it’s for 5th-12th grade. Make sure to 

invite all your friends to this fun and crazy event! 
 

IGNITE (Friday, April 3rd & Saturday, 4th) 
Be sure to sign up for the Ignite youth leadership conference. Ignite will have awesome 

speakers, amazing worship, and breakout sessions to help students learn more about their 
leadership skills. We have 20 spots open for us so be sure to sign up and get the early bird 
discount of $40 by March 1st. We will stay the night at the church on the 3rd and then on 

the 4th going to Sunday school and church the next day.  
 

MLC CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
 

EASTER EGG HUNT (Sunday, April 5 from 12:15 pm to 1:30 pm) 
Children up to fourth grade are invited to join us in the FLC for fun and games after 

services on Palm Sunday at our annual Easter egg hunt.  Light snacks will be served.  After 
the Easter story, we will send the kiddos on an Easter egg hunt (outside weather 

permitting).  Please bring a basket or bag to collect eggs. 

 
MLC UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
DE-ESCALATION & CONFLICT TRAINING (Saturday, March 28 @ 9 am) 

Anyone is welcome to attend De-Escalation and Conflict Resolution Training.  This training 
is used in schools, businesses and here at Messiah by our Ushers, Greeters, Security Team 
and Safety and Security Team members.  Please email pkbquilt@sbcglobal.net if you plan 

to attend or call 815 931-1427. 
 

PRAYER VIGIL (Saturday, March 28 from 10 am to 6 pm) 
Come pray with us on March 28. We’ll be praying for specific requests that have been 

submitted as well as general requests for our families, church, country and more. You can 
sign up in the narthex to volunteer to pray for an hour, or just come and pray as you feel 

led.  You can submit prayer requests using our orange prayer cards in the pew or online at 
www.mlcjoliet.org/prayer-vigil.  
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 MOSAIC COSMIC BOWLING (Saturday, March 28 from 8 pm to 11 pm) 
Mosaic, our 18 to 20-something group is headed to Channahon Bowling for a 

night of pin-splitting action! It will be a great time of fun and fellowship. If you’re 
interested, check out the Facebook event page or sign up at the Connect center 

in the narthex. We’d love to see you there! 
 
 

LADIES DAY 2020 (Saturday, April 18 from 9 am-3 pm) 
Join MLC on a trip to Olivet Nazarene for a day of encouraging women in their 

faith. The speakers are Steven Curtis Chapman & Mary Beth Chapman, as well as 
Sherri Lynn. Tickets with meals are $45 total. both of which are available from the 

church office. We will leave the church at 8 am.  
 

FAMILY CAMPING TRIP (May 15-17)  
MLC is planning a family camping trip at Mendota Hills Campground, 642 Rt. 52 
Amboy, IL 61310. (815-849-5930) Whether you glamp or tent camp, come join 

the family fun! The rate is $42/night per family. Rental cabins are available 
starting at $95/ night plus tax  (two night minimum). You can email Pastor Dave 

at pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org for more details. 
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 Dear Messiah Family, 
 
I’m sure everyone is aware of the impact of the coronavirus across our country and world, 
and here in Illinois.  Know that your church leadership has also been in discussion.  Below is 
our plan at this time.  Please keep in mind this is a fluid situation and we will do our best to 
keep you informed if changes become necessary.  The safety and faith of your family are at 
the center of our preparation for the weeks to come. 
 
For this coming Sunday, March 15

th
 –  

 
Church Services - we will have all three church services 
 
Sunday School and First Communion classes – will continue for adults and children. 
 
Greetings – verbal greetings or a wave only please, no handshakes or hugs. 
 
Communion will be postponed until next Sunday - we will be offering sealed, prefilled 

communion cups at all services next Sunday, March 22
nd

.  These cups have both the 
wine and the bread in an individual container that is sealed. 

 
Collection plate - we will not pass the offering plate.  You will be directed to drop your 

envelopes, attendance cards and prayer cards into the collection plates on your way 
out of service. 

 
Disinfecting – Our cleaning service has a product that kills the coronavirus and will now 

be used throughout the building and with more frequency. 
 
Hand sanitizer – We have hand sanitizers throughout the church, including every 

classroom. 
 
Looking Ahead -   

  
Soup dinner – these are cancelled for the season. 
 
Lenten church service – these will continue on Wednesday nights at 7:15 pm. 
 
Children and youth weekly activities – will be evaluated and communication will be 

provided next week. 
 
On-line church service – we will be recording the entire 8:00 service and have it 

available for at-home viewing the same day.  The goal is by Sunday, March 22
nd

. 
 
Electronic giving – is now available through our website (www.MLCJoliet.org) or by 

getting the Church Center app.   
 
Finally, let’s remember that we are children of God, and we are told by Him, and have the 
privilege to pray, in all circumstances.  So let’s lift up those around the world that are 
suffering.  Let’s pray for wisdom and discernment for our government and health 
leaders.  Let’s pray that God will provide a vaccine and effective treatments.  Let’s allow the 
peace of God, which transcends all understanding, to guard our hearts and our minds in 
Christ Jesus (from Philippians 4:6-7).  
 
Blessings, 
Beth Hohisel 

http://www.MLCJoliet.org
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 MESSIAH WEDNESDAY LENTEN  
& HOLY WEEK SERVICES 

 
All Wednesday services at 7:15 pm 

March 4-April 1 
April 9 (Maundy Thursday) at 7 pm 

April 10 (Good Friday) at 7 pm 
April 12 (Easter Sunday) at 7, 8, 9:30 and 11 am 

STEWARDSHIP VERSE OF THE WEEK 
 

Ecclesiastes 11:2 
Invest in seven ventures, yes, in 

eight; you do not know what disaster 
may come upon the land. 

STEWARDSHIP &  
ATTENDANCE 

 

MARCH 8 
8:00 am: 85 
9:30 am: 100 
11 am: 102 
Total: 288 

 
Sunday School: 97 

S.A.L.T.: 5 
Wednesday Night Service: 53 

Awana: 51 
H2H: 37 

2020 BUDGET 
 

Operating Expenses:  $718,441 
Average Need Each Week: $13,816 

Received last week: $12,678 
Received year-to-date: $124,881 
Needed year-to-date: $138,160  

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
 

TODAY (March 15) 
7:45 am Pre-service prayer 

8 & 9:30 am Worship Service 
9:30 am Sunday School 

9:30 am 1st Communion Class 
11 am Family Praise & Worship 

MONDAY (March 16) 
9 am Cornerstone Homeschool 

TUESDAY (March 17) 
6 pm PPC Meeting 

6:30 pm S.A.L.T. (H.S. Small Group) 
WEDNESDAY (March 18) 

9 am Classical Conversations Homeschool 
6:15 pm Head2Heart 

6:30 pm Awana 
7:15 pm Lenten Service 
THURSDAY (March 19) 

10 am Prayer Time 
11 am Staff Meeting 

7:15 pm Sanctuary Choir 
FRIDAY (March 20) 

7 pm Mafia (all grades) 
SATURDAY (March 21) 

9 am Worship Team Rehearsal 
NEXT SUNDAY (March 22) 
7:45 AM Pre-service prayer 

8 & 9:30 AM Worship Service 
9:30 am Sunday School 

9:30 am 1st Communion Class 
10:30 am CLBC Parent Meeting 
11 am Family Praise & Worship 
12 pm Youth Leader Meeting 


