
PASTOR DAVID STIER 
5/9/21 

RUTH’S WORLDVIEW 

 

Sermon manuscript not edited for publishing. 

 
1 

Ruth 1:6-19a  

Then Naomi heard in Moab that the LORD had blessed his people in Judah by giving 

them good crops again. So Naomi and her daughters-in-law got ready to leave Moab to 

return to her homeland. 7 With her two daughters-in-law she set out from the place 

where she had been living, and they took the road that would lead them back to Judah. 

8 But on the way, Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go back to your mothers’ 

homes. And may the LORD reward you for your kindness to your husbands and to 

me. 9 May the LORD bless you with the security of another marriage.” Then she kissed 

them good-bye, and they all broke down and wept. 

10 “No,” they said. “We want to go with you to your people.” 

11 But Naomi replied, “Why should you go on with me? Can I still give birth to other sons 

who could grow up to be your husbands? 12 No, my daughters, return to your parents’ 

homes, for I am too old to marry again. And even if it were possible, and I were to get 

married tonight and bear sons, then what? 13 Would you wait for them to grow up and 

refuse to marry someone else? No, of course not, my daughters! Things are far more 

bitter for me than for you, because the LORD himself has raised his fist against me.” 

14 And again they wept together, and Orpah kissed her mother-in-law good-bye. But 

Ruth clung tightly to Naomi. 15 “Look,” Naomi said to her, “your sister-in-law has gone 

back to her people and to her gods. You should do the same.” 

16 But Ruth replied, “Don’t ask me to leave you and turn back. Wherever you go, I will 

go; wherever you live, I will live. Your people will be my people, and your God will be my 

God. 17 Wherever you die, I will die, and there I will be buried. May the LORD punish me 

severely if I allow anything but death to separate us!” 18 When Naomi saw that Ruth was 

determined to go with her, she said nothing more. 

19 So the two of them continued on their journey. When they came to Bethlehem, the 

entire town was excited by their arrival. 
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Hebrews 11:1-11 

Faith shows the reality of what we hope for; it is the evidence of things we cannot 

see. 2 Through their faith, the people in days of old earned a good reputation. 

3 By faith we understand that the entire universe was formed at God’s command, that 

what we now see did not come from anything that can be seen. 

4 It was by faith that Abel brought a more acceptable offering to God than Cain did. 

Abel’s offering gave evidence that he was a righteous man, and God showed his 

approval of his gifts. Although Abel is long dead, he still speaks to us by his example of 

faith. 

5 It was by faith that Enoch was taken up to heaven without dying—“he disappeared, 

because God took him.”[a] For before he was taken up, he was known as a person who 

pleased God. 6 And it is impossible to please God without faith. Anyone who wants to 

come to him must believe that God exists and that he rewards those who sincerely seek 

him. 

7 It was by faith that Noah built a large boat to save his family from the flood. He 

obeyed God, who warned him about things that had never happened before. By his faith 

Noah condemned the rest of the world, and he received the righteousness that comes 

by faith. 

8 It was by faith that Abraham obeyed when God called him to leave home and go to 

another land that God would give him as his inheritance. He went without knowing 

where he was going. 9 And even when he reached the land God promised him, he lived 

there by faith—for he was like a foreigner, living in tents. And so did Isaac and Jacob, 

who inherited the same promise. 10 Abraham was confidently looking forward to a city 

with eternal foundations, a city designed and built by God. 

11 It was by faith that even Sarah was able to have a child, though she was barren and 

was too old. She believed[b] that God would keep his promise. 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+11&version=NLT#fen-NLT-30138a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+11&version=NLT#fen-NLT-30144b
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THE BIG IDEA: Faith in “the LORD” is the platform for God’s goodness.  

Ruth’s Worldview (1:6-1:22)  

Dislocated from her home, widowed from her husband, bereft of her 
sons, unemployable as a foreign woman, responsible for two 
daughters-in-law, and, in all likelihood, hopelessly poor. It was over for 
Naomi! Her last dream died with her sons, and her personal hopes had 
been reduced to nothing beyond finding food for the day.  

The story told in the book of Ruth cries out to be heard by people 
whose dreams are falling apart – whose lives are not going the way 
they planned – whose futures are no longer so rosy as they once 
looked. This story is designed to strip away the false gods we 
sometimes put our hopes in and to help us trust in the one God who 
does control our future – a God Naomi was clinging to even in her 
despair.  

Who is this God, and how can we connect with Him in our world and 
with our circumstances? That’s the question I want to get at in this 
study of Ruth. We’ll head in that direction by really digging into Ruth 
1:6 through 1:22, a passage where Naomi holds center stage, and we’ll 
try to see the world – and God -- through Naomi’s eyes.  

•  What kind of world did Naomi believe she was living in? Did she 
see a random, chaotic, impersonal world where everybody has to 
fight for himself? Or did she see her world functioning under the 
guidance of a divine being?  

•  How did Naomi see herself in this world? Was she a woman made 
in the image of God whose purpose is always to bow before His 
greater glory – even during the hard times? Or was she just a 
victim of her circumstances?  
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•  In Naomi’s view, where had her world gone wrong? Was her 
suffering a result of random and impersonal forces of nature, or 
was it to be viewed in the light of God?  

•  In Naomi’s worldview, what would it take to fix this world? 
Should we cast off all authority and everybody do what is right in 
his own eyes? That was a popular practice in Naomi’s day. (compare 

Ruth 1:1 and Judges 21:25) Or do we need to bow before a true God and 
immerse ourselves in His plan?  

Naomi had a worldview that is worth importing into our own world. 
From Ruth 1:6 through 1:22, I’ve listed three statements describing 
Naomi’s worldview. Together, these three statements can help us 
navigate the traumas of our own lives. Let’s fill them in.  

Worldview Statement #1 -- 
“God is in charge and we are dependent on Him.”  

Worldview statement #1 – Even in her distress, Naomi believed that the 
LORD is in charge and we are dependent on Him. Look at verse 6. “Then 
Naomi heard in Moab that the LORD had blessed his people in Judah by 
giving them good crops again. So Naomi and her daughters-in-law got 
ready to leave Moab to return to her homeland”. 

The famine of verses 1-5 is over. There is food again in Bethlehem. But 
notice that our storyteller specifically says that it wasn’t just the food 
that drew Naomi back to Bethlehem. It was bigger news than that.  

There was food again – yes. But the implication here is that the primary 
need during this long, extended famine had always been not just for 
food, but for God! They needed God to “come to the aid of His people.” 
Why had He not done that earlier? We can only speculate, but I would 
speculate that God was waiting for His people to recognize – again – 
how desperately we need Him!  
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This is the pattern we see repeatedly in the book of Judges, where the 
story of Naomi actually takes place in the historical timeline. Remember 
the pattern I laid out last week? God’s people act unfaithfully. This is 
followed by some sort of national trouble – invasion by an enemy, 
famine, etc. This is followed by a growing sense of desperation for God 
to step in and rescue them, after which God steps in to help His 
rebellious, but now repentant people. I presume that God didn’t step in 
earlier in this famine because His people were still trying to solve their 
own problems in their own way, and they didn’t yet sense their 
desperate need for His help.  

In fact, some commentators criticize Naomi, and her family, for fleeing 
the land of her God and going to the land of Moab during this famine – 
where the God of Israel was neither revered nor worshipped. The 
Moabites worshipped their own gods, and some commentators suggest 
that Naomi was typical of the faithless people who lived in Israel in the 
days of this famine. She sought her help from other gods, which is why 
all of those bad things happened to her in Moab.  

I understand where that argument comes from. I can show you the 
Scriptural roots of that argument. But I do not think it fits all of the 
evidence. Every Holy-Spirit-inspired word about Naomi, in this story, 
indicates that she believed in one God – “the LORD” as He is called in 
verse 6 and several more times in chapter one. Notice your Bibles have 
this word in all caps! The Hebrew name being translated here is 
Yahweh – the personal God of Israel, the covenant God of Israel.  

Naomi’s return to Bethlehem, in verse 6, came after she heard about 
“Yahweh” providing food.  

...the LORD (Yahweh) had come to the aid of His people...  
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•  In paragraphs to come, we’re going to hear Naomi request a 
blessing for her Moabite daughters-in-law, and she asks it not in 
the name of the Moabite gods, but in the name of “Yahweh.”  

•  We’re going to see a Moabite woman (Ruth) – having lived with 
Naomi and having heard Naomi’s heartbeat – pledging allegiance 
to Naomi’s God – “Yahweh.”  

•  And we’re going to hear Naomi describe her entire life in terms of 
what “Yahweh” is doing.  

All of the evidence of this story points to a woman who is trusting in 
one God and it’s the God of Israel. To Naomi, one God is in charge of 
the world, and we are always dependent on Him and Him alone – not 
only for food, but for every aspect of our lives, including those times 
when circumstances are lining up against us. If a lasting hope is to come 
at all in the traumas of life, it will come through “the LORD.” Even at 
the end of a long and devastating famine, this is Naomi’s worldview – at 
least, part of it. There’s more.  

Worldview Statement #2 -- “God is the source of good.”  

Let’s let this story advance a bit further and notice another piece of 
Naomi’s worldview. Worldview statement #2. Not only is God in control 
and we depend on Him, but the LORD is also the source of all good. 
Follow along as I read verses 7 through 14 again, look and listen for 
evidence that Naomi sees her God, he LORD, Yahweh, and her God 
only, to be the source of good.  

“With her two daughters-in-law she set out from the place where she 
had been living, and they took the road that would lead them back to 
Judah. 

8 But on the way, Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go back to 
your mothers’ homes. And may Yahweh reward you for your kindness to 
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your husbands and to me. 9 May Yahweh bless you with the security of 
another marriage.” Then she kissed them good-bye, and they all broke 
down and wept. 

10 “No,” they said. “We want to go with you to your people.” 

11 But Naomi replied, “Why should you go on with me? Can I still give 
birth to other sons who could grow up to be your husbands? 12 No, my 
daughters, return to your parents’ homes, for I am too old to marry 
again. And even if it were possible, and I were to get married tonight 
and bear sons, then what? 13 Would you wait for them to grow up and 
refuse to marry someone else? No, of course not, my daughters! Things 
are far more bitter for me than for you, because Yahweh himself has 
raised his fist against me.” 

14 And again they wept together, and Orpah kissed her mother-in-law 
good-bye. But Ruth clung tightly to Naomi.” 

This is a remarkable statement for a woman in Naomi’s position. She’s 
been battered by life for at least 10 years, and now, for what she 
believes to be the good of her daughters-in-law, she tries to persuade 
them to leave her. Her affection for them is obvious. They’ve shown her 
nothing but kindness. If she was thinking only of herself, she might beg 
them to stay with her. But she’s willing to give up her own desires in 
order for them to receive something better. She wants them to know 
the joy of having a husband again, and more than that, of having 
descendants. The Scriptures tell us that there is a passion within 
mankind to bear descendants.  

“The leech has two suckers that cry out, “More, more!” There are three 
things that are never satisfied—no, four that never say, “Enough!”: 
16 the grave, the barren womb, the thirsty desert, the blazing fire.” 
(Proverbs 30:15-16) 
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The grave. It’s always seeking its next occupant. The earth – the soil 
that crops grow in. It’s always seeking rain. Fire, which is always seeking 
more fuel. And the last insatiable entity is the womb that has never 
born a child. As a general rule, God has built into the childless woman a 
hunger to bear descendants.  

Back in our answered prayer series Lloyd, Summar, Dana and I shared 
about that burning desire. You see there is, within us, a God- given 
hunger to bear descendants. And that passion to bear descendants was 
so strong in Naomi’s people that they would go to remarkable lengths 
to satisfy it. A widow whose husband died before fathering a child had 
the right, among Naomi’s people – to bear a child by her dead 
husband’s brother or close relative. It was called the right of a (Lev-er-
it) levirate marriage. You can read about it in Deuteronomy 25:5-10. 
We think it a strange practice, but this is how strong their desire was 
for descendants, and this is what Naomi was talking about in verses 11 
and 12.  

Naomi was saying to her beloved daughters-in-law that even the right 
of a levirate marriage wasn’t going to give them the families they 
hungered for. She wanted them to go back to their mother’s home 
where they could start over and perhaps be blessed by God with a man 
who would love them. But here’s the part that catches my attention 
and tells me something about Naomi’s worldview. Naomi doesn’t send 
them back to live under the blessing of their Moabite gods. She sends 
them back under the blessing of her God – “the LORD,” Yahweh the 
covenant God of Israel.  
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Verse 8: ..."May [the covenant God of Israel] show kindness to you... 
May [the covenant God of Israel] grant that each of you will find rest in 
the home of another husband."  

Here is evidence that not all people in biblical times believed that the 
gods were territorial – that every god was powerful only in his own 
country – that every god did his or her work only in their own country. 
No! Naomi believed that Yahweh was powerful, even outside of Israel. 
Naomi believed that what these two Moabite women needed was a 
blessing from a God who is not territorial but is, in fact, the source of all 
good on earth.  

I disagree with the commentators who insist that Naomi was being 
disobedient when she went with her family to Moab instead of staying 
in the land of “the LORD” and trusting “the LORD” to take care of her. I 
think she was trusting “the LORD” even as she lived in Moab. And in 
doing so, I think Naomi is being presented as a woman ahead of her 
time – more insightful about God than most of the people living in 
Israel in those days. And furthermore, I think Naomi’s faith in “the 
LORD” (Yahweh) proved to be quite appealing. Look at what happened 
after Orpah decided to go back to her mother’s house:  

“Look,” Naomi said to her (Ruth), “your sister-in-law has gone back to 
her people and to her gods. You should do the same.” 

16 But Ruth replied, “Don’t ask me to leave you and turn back. Wherever 
you go, I will go; wherever you live, I will live. Your people will be my 
people, and your God will be my God. 17 Wherever you die, I will die, and 
there I will be buried. May the LORD punish me severely if I allow 
anything but death to separate us!”  

I think Ruth’s response is a testament to Naomi’s sincere faith. Ruth has 
watched Naomi go through the hard years.  
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It was from Naomi that Ruth learned how to cope with the loss of a 
husband. Ruth had watched Naomi walk through life following the loss 
of two sons. Ruth had, no doubt, heard Naomi express her longing for 
“the LORD” to help her in the ongoing pain of her circumstances. And 
now, faced with the same dismal future that Naomi faced, Ruth said, “I 
want to be with someone who knows your God. I’ve seen you cling to 
your God, even when He seems to be against you. I’ve learned from you 
that it’s your God – the covenant God of Israel – who is the source of all 
good. So stop urging me to leave. Your God shall be my God.”  

I think Ruth’s decision in verses 16 and 17 is a testimony of Naomi’s 
sincere faith. She genuinely believed that “the LORD” God of Israel was 
then – and always will be – the source of all good. And so, wherever 
God was providing, there she would go. 

Worldview Statement #3 -- “The Lord’s Sovereignty is not negated by 
our personal traumas.”  

So the two of them continued on their journey. When they came to 
Bethlehem, the entire town was excited by their arrival. “Is it really 
Naomi?” the women asked. 

20 “Don’t call me Naomi,” she responded. “Instead, call me Mara, for the 
Almighty has made life very bitter for me. 21 I went away full, but 
the LORD has brought me home empty. Why call me Naomi when 
the LORD has caused me to suffer and the Almighty has sent such 
tragedy upon me?” 

22 So Naomi returned from Moab, accompanied by her daughter-in-law 
Ruth, the young Moabite woman. They arrived in Bethlehem in late 
spring, at the beginning of the barley harvest. 

I know I’m going over the same patch of verses but there is so much to 
unpack here. Here’s my third statement regarding Naomi’s worldview. 
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Statement #3 – The Lord’s Sovereignty, (His rule, our dependency, and 
His goodness) are not negated by our personal traumas.  

It’s interesting to read how some commentators handle verses 19-21. 
Some try to interpret these verses as if they are completely separate 
from the earlier expressions of faith that we’ve seen in verse 6 and in 
verses 7-18. But what Naomi expresses in verses 19-21 she was feeling 
already in verse 6, when she heard that the LORD had provided food for 
her people in Bethlehem and then responded to that news. What 
Naomi expresses in verses 19-21 she was already feeling in verses 7-18 
when she was praying for the blessing of the LORD on Orpah and Ruth. 
What Naomi expresses in verses 19-21 is certainly blunt. A devastated 
woman is putting her feelings into words! God isn’t threatened when 
we do that. Read Psalm 13, and you’ll hear David express passionate 
pain toward God. But our feelings don’t negate what we know, by faith, 
to be true of God. Our God is big enough to handle our honesty.  

Notice what Naomi does not say. She doesn’t follow up her expression 
of pain with a statement that says, “I don’t believe in the LORD 
anymore. I don’t follow the LORD anymore. I don’t want anything to do 
with the LORD anymore.” She’s in Bethlehem because she’s heard that 
“the LORD had come to the aid of His people!”  

“He’s still in control, even when I’m not feeling His presence.”  

“I’m still dependent on God, even when I’m frustrated by what He’s 
leading me through.”  

And “God is still the source of all good, even when I’m envious that 
others seem to be receiving more good than I am right now.”  

The Lord’s rule, our dependency, and His goodness are not negated by 
our personal traumas.  
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Conclusion  

The traumas of life, more than any other experience, force us to 
examine our faith – that assurance we possess that what we do not see 
is still true. (Hebrews 11:1) Naomi could not see the sovereign goodness of 
God, but she could believe it still. And what we are going to see – as we 
continue this study – is that God always has and always will bless the 
faith of His people. Your faith cannot be taken away from you by the 
circumstances of your life, and it is your faith – connected by God to His 
power – that will lead you to the God who is the source of all good. It 
wasn’t over for Naomi. Her life and her legacy had only just begun. 
Might that be true of yours as well?  

Next week we’ll be looking at other stories of “Ordinary Life” from the 
Bible. Pastor Dave Nygard will be bringing the message as I’ll be off 
campus leading the family camping trip next weekend. We’ll Return to 
Ruth on May 23rd for 3 more exciting episodes of Ruth as we explore 
how God works through us ordinary folk, folk like you and like me. 


