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SUNDAY WORSHIP  
JULY 25, 2021 

8:00 AM 
 
 

Pastor Kurt Hoover 
Pastor David Stier 

 
Organist: Rose Ann Sochan 

Choir Director: Herb Alexander 
Children’s Outreach Director: Christine Murray 

Youth Director: Brian Phipps 
Worship Coordinator: Lloyd Evans 

 
 

“Honor the Lord for the glory of his name. Worship the Lord 
in the splendor of his holiness.” (Psalm 29:2)  

40 Houbolt Rd. 
Joliet, IL 60431 

815.741.4488 www.mlcjoliet.org 
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Welcome To Messiah Lutheran Church 
JULY 25, 2021 

8:00 A.M. 
Enter Reverently, Worship Joyfully, Live Faithfully 

 
PRELUDE                                                                                               Rose Ann Sochan 
 
 
OPENING HYMN       “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”  p. 97   v. 1-3 
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LITANY ADAPTED FROM PSALM 34 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

I will praise the Lord at all times. I will constantly speak His prais-
es.  
I will boast only in the Lord; let all who are helpless take heart.  
Come, let us tell of the Lord’s greatness; let us exalt His name to-
gether.  
I prayed to the Lord, and he answered me. He freed me from all 
my fears. 
Those who look to Him for help will be radiant with joy;   
No shadow of shame will darken their faces.  
In my desperation I prayed, and the Lord listened; 
He saved me from all my troubles.  
For the angel of the Lord is a guard; 
He surrounds and defends all who fear him.  
Taste and see that the Lord is good.  
Oh, the joys of those who take refuge in him!  
We worship you LORD in the name of the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Pastor: 
 
All: 
Pastor: 
 
All: 
 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
 
All: 
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HYMNS OF PRAISE   “Lead On, O King Eternal”  p. 483    v. 1-3 
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HYMNS OF PRAISE  “Faith is the Victory” p. 486 v. 1-2  The Hymnal 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Leader: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if 
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and  

  cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
A MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER AND REFLECTION 
 
Leader: Holy and Gracious God, 
All: I confess that I have sinned against you this day and every day. Some of my sin 

I know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—but 
some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness. Deliv-
er and restore me, that I may rest in peace and live each day for You. 

Leader: By the mercy of God we are united with Jesus Christ, and in Him we are forgiv-
en. We rest now in His peace and rise every morning to serve Him.  Amen.  

 
THE OFFERING                                                                         Rose Ann Sochan 
 
 
OUR RESPONSE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                        
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OUR EPISTLE LESSON 
Titus 3:1-8 (NIV) 
Reader: Ron Sarver 
 
3 Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready 
to do whatever is good, 

2 
to slander no one, to be peaceable and considerate, and al-

ways to be gentle toward everyone. 
 
3 
At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of 

passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one anoth-
er. 

4 
But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 

5 
he saved us, not be-

cause of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through 
the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 

6 
whom he poured out on 

us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, 
7 
so that, having been justified by his 

grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. 
8 
This is a trustworthy say-

ing. And I want you to stress these things, so that those who have trusted in God may 
be careful to devote themselves to doing what is good. These things are excellent and 
profitable for everyone. 

OUR GOSPEL LESSON 
Matthew 10:16-23 (NIV) 

 
 

 

 
16 

“I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes 
and as innocent as doves. 

17 
Be on your guard; you will be handed over to the local 

councils and be flogged in the synagogues. 
18 

On my account you will be brought be-
fore governors and kings as witnesses to them and to the Gentiles. 

19 
But when they ar-

rest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that time you will be given 
what to say, 

20 
for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking 

through you. 

21 
“Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; children will rebel against 

their parents and have them put to death. 
22 

You will be hated by everyone because of 
me, but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved. 

23 
When you are persecuted in 

one place, flee to another. Truly I tell you, you will not finish going through the towns of 
Israel before the Son of Man comes. 
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 MESSAGE          
                                                                                            
                                              “Buckle Up: Get Ready!” 
                                                     By Lloyd Evans 
                                             (Copies of this sermon and  
                 others can be found in the narthex 
                                              and online at mlcjoliet.org)   
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 WORSHIP SONG      “Peace, Perfect Peace”  p. 487  v. 1-4 

WORDS OF FAITH                                                       The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day He 
rose again. He ascended into Heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                        Rose Ann Sochan 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
HYMN                                         “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS 
p. 30, p. 29 v.1-3, p. 36 (2X), p.458 (2X) 
 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
All: Thank you Father for the gift of salvation. Thank You Lord Jesus for this holy 
meal and the sacrifice of Your life. Thank You Holy Spirit for awakening faith within 
our hearts. We hear Your voice in this meal and celebrate Your holy presence. Melt 
us, mold us, fill us, use us. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
 
THE BENEDICTION 
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 CLOSING HYMN “Great Is the Lord” p. 31  v. 1-2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POSTLUDE                                                                         Rose Ann Sochan  
God Will Never Lead You To A Place  
Where His Grace Cannot Keep You. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #35178., CCLI License No. 854341 
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MLC NEWS 

 
 

CONNECTION CARD 
Stay connected with Messiah Lutheran. Fill out the green connection 
card in the pew in front of you, go to bit.ly/MLCConnect, or scan this 

QR code to fill out our online connection card. If you’re new to Messi-
ah, you can still fill out the green connection card or scan the QR code 

on the back of the pew/seat in front of you. 
 
ONLINE GIVING 

Online giving is an easy way to give to MLC, and there are three ways to do it: 
1) Go to this link: churchcenter.com/giving 

2) Download the Church Center app on your phone or tablet and choose to use either 
your debit/credit card or automatic bank withdrawal.  

3) Text your dollar amount (with a dollar sign in front of it) to 84321. 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES FOR JULY 
The 9:30 service is streamed at YouTube and Facebook. The 8:00 service has ceased being 

streamed. We have resumed non-prepackaged communion today as well. 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Office hours are Monday-Friday, 9 am to 5 pm, and Saturday by appointment.  

 
COUPLES RETREAT 2022 

We want your opinion! Go to mlcjoliet.org/couples2022 to let us know which of the two 
options you’d like to attend. The one with the highest number of votes wins. Our last re-
treat was a blast and we want even more couples to get involved this time, so check it 

out! 

 
GET INVOLVED 

 
DAYBREAK SHELTER VOLUNTEERS 

Volunteers are needed to serve dinner to needy people at Daybreak Homeless Shelter in 
Joliet. The commitment is from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm on the second Monday of each 

month. A team of Messiah members meets at the shelter to set up and serve dinner. Food 
donation needs include canned fruit cocktail, juice, potato salad, buns, baked beans and 

cookies. Sign up in the narthex. 
 

LIL LOVES 
Lil Loves Ministry is a new ministry at Messiah, and its aim is to come alongside under-

served parents and babies in the Tri-county area. The store, located in the Gathering 
House, will be available to attend on an appointment basis and there will also be distribu-

tion events. Appointments can be made at mlcjoliet.org/lil-loves-ministry. 
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Lil Loves needs donations of diapers, formula, wipes, and other baby and family items to 
build up stock in the store. If you'd like to donate, please place your items in the bin 

marked “Lil Loves & Micro Pantry” in the narthex.   
 

MICRO PANTRY 
This month Messiah has developed a micro-food pantry that is housed in the closet across 
from the church office. This ministry is 100% donation driven and maintained by the Evan-

gelism board. Our church office gets many requests for help, both from individuals who 
are living out of their car and looking for food stuffs for a couple of days and parents just 

looking to feed their children a decent meal come to us for help. Your support for this min-
istry has the potential make a difference in the life of 100 plus people a year. Ways you can 

help: 
1. Pray for this ministry and those it will serve. 2. Cash or check with micro-pantry in notes 

3. Unexpired can goods with pull tops or individual serving foods such as: 
• Chicken  • Fruit or vegetables • Peanut butter (creamy) • Juice boxes • Tuna • Chicken or 
tuna packs with crackers • Pasta in bags or boxes • Pasta sauce • Canned meat • Vegetable 

or fruit cups • Mac and cheese 
 Individual cereal cups • Granola bars • Individual trail mix or nut packs 

 
PARISH FELLOWSHIP NEEDS YOU! 

We are in need of volunteers to help set up coffee at 8:45 and also to clean up after the 
11:00 service around 12:30. Please note that it only takes arriving at about fifteen minutes 
to set up and staying 20 minutes after the 11:00 service to clean up. We also need volun-
teers willing to help provide food for funerals and memorial services. Contact Julie Ferenzi 

at PFMLCJoliet@gmail.com if you are interested. 
 

MESSIAH QUILTERS 
The Messiah Quilters next meeting will be on Tuesday, August 17th from 9 am – 12 pm.  
We have lots of quilts that are ready to be tied, so we can use extra hands-no experience 
required.  Quilt Sunday is coming up September 19th and we want to get as many quilts 

possible done to ship to Lutheran World Relief the end of September.   
Please join us if you can.  Contact Kathy Mueller at scpbklane@aol.com for more infor-

mation. 
 

MEMORY BEARS 
The Memory Bears Life Group meets together once a month to make teddy bears out of 
clothing from people who have passed away to comfort the grieving.  We also make and 
sell Bears once a year to raise money for supplies and children’s charities.  With the lost 
time with Covid and orders have not slowed down, we really could use your help.  We 

meet the Fourth Tuesday of each month from 9:00 am to Noon. What does it take to make 
a bear? Cut fabric, iron, stuff bears, hand sew bears closed, machine sew bears together. 

The Memory Bears uses the monetary donations from custom bears and bear sales to give 
to children charities (AWANA, Vacation Bible School, Ronald McDonald House, St. Judes 

Hospital, just to name a few)  Joining a Life Group is a great way to meet new people and 
help with an important mission. Contact Cindi Souza at 815 931-8478 for more infor-

mation. 
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

It is time to start thinking about gathering items for your shoeboxes. There will be a lot 
of items on sale right now, so take advantage of them. Just think of how happy the 

children will be when they open up your shoeboxes. I challenge you to do more boxes 
than we have ever done before. God bless you for what ever you can do. A big thank 

you from your Stewardship team.  
 

MLC CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

 
MESSIAH KIDS SUNDAY 11 AM 

Come join the summer fun at Messiah Kids during the 11:00am Service! 
Here’s how it works: you will check in for the service like you do for Sunday School at 
the computer in the narthex. Then you will go to the worship service with your kids 
and they will be a part of worship with you as a family. They will sing worship songs 
with you, hear the children’s message and the offering. Then just before the sermon 

the kids will be dismissed and can leave to be with their friends. They will meet leaders 
in the narthex and head to the FLC where they will play indoor and outdoor games. It’s 

for all kids grades K-5
th

. 
 

MESSIAH KIDS REMIND GROUP 
Parents of Sunday School aged children (Kindergarten through sixth grade), you can 

join the Messiah Kids Remind group by texting the code mlcmk to 81010. You can also 
go to this link: https://www.remind.com/join/mlcmk. It will be used to send reminders 

and notifications about Sunday School and any events we have planned. Contact 
Kimber Drummond at CEMLCJoliet@gmail.com with questions.  

 
MLC STUDENT MINISTRY 

 
MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

We’re back in the building for Sunday school for middle and high school students (7th
-12th grade) every Sunday. We meet in the youth room in the Family Life Center. Con-

tact Brian at brian@mlcjoliet.org for a link to Zoom Sunday school. 
 

IGNITE (Wednesdays from 6:00 to 8:00 pm) 
Ignite is our summer program for middle and high school students. There are games, 

fellowship, teaching, and every night has something different to offer. 
 

STUDENT MINISTRY CAMPING TRIP (July 27th-July 30th) 
These camping trips will be at Chain O’ Lakes Campground in Albion, IN. They are for 
students in 7th-12th grade. Contact Brian at brian@mlcjoliet.org for more details. Get 

ready for a fun-filled time of “roughing it” with your fellow students. 
 

CENTER LAKE BIBLE CAMP (August 8th-13th) 
Hey students (and parents): We’re headed back to CLBC! These weeks of camp are for 
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students going into 5th-9th grade. Get more details by emailing Brian at bri-
an@mlcjoliet.org or by watching the video at bit.ly/MLCCenterLake. 

 

EVENTS 

 
PRAYER GROUP (Thursdays at 10 am)  

In the Fireside Room and on Zoom platform. Email pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org for 
more information. 

 
MOSAIC (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

Mosaic is a “next level” Life Group ministry for 20-30 somethings AKA Mosaics or Mil-
lennials.  Mosaic focuses on a life of worship through; service, fellowship, prayer, and 
music, all the while discussing Biblical truths. To join this group, simply come to the 

study at the Mosaic room (the classroom off of the fellowship hall).  
 

INSIGHT ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
Insight (the Adult 9:30a Sunday morning Life group) will be taking a break for the 

month of July. Watch the bulletin for information for when we restart.  
 

RALLY DAY (Sunday, August 22nd) 
Rally Sunday will be held outside and under the big top this year. We’ve rented a tent 

for an all-church service at 11 am and luncheon afterward.  
 

CRUISE IN CAR SHOW (Saturday, August 28 from 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm) 
Come join us for some classic cars, some good music and great food. Register your 
classic car for awards or just check all the great classics on display. Registration be-
gins at noon, food, viewing and voting begin at 2 pm. And the best part? It’s free! 

 
FAMILY CAMPING TRIP (September 3-6) 

We’re headed camping to Mendota Hills Campground for Sept. 3-6. See Dave Stier 
(pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org) for details. Approximate cost is RV's $40-50/night, tents 

$35-45/ night (May be less if we have a lot of people). 
 

ROUTE 66 GOD LOVES YOU TOUR (Sunday, September 19th) 
Our evangelism team is excited to inform you that the Route 66 God Loves You tour 
is kicking off in Joliet this fall on September 19 at 4 pm. This free, one-night event in-

cludes live music and the perfect opportunity to invite your lost friends and family 
members to hear the Gospel. There are equipping events to help you engage in Gos-
pel conversations. The next one is Saturday evening July 12 in Naperville and then in 
Joliet Saturday morning Aug. 14th. Email Mike Brown at evmlcjoliet@gmail.com for 

more info.  
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STEWARDSHIP VERSE OF THE WEEK 

Matthew 10:8   
“Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out demons. You received with-

out paying; give without pay.” 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
Altar flowers are purchased today in celebration of Leah and John Kewenig’s 49th 

wedding anniversary. If you would like to purchase altar flowers, please call the 
church office or sign up in the church narthex.  

 

STEWARDSHIP &  
ATTENDANCE 

 

LAST WEEK: 
8:00 am: 54 
9:30 am: 63 
11:00 am: 59 

 
Online: 103 

 
All online counts are estimates only. 

 
MSM: 5 

Messiah Kids 11 am: 7 

2021 BUDGET 

 
Yearly Operating Budget: $673,238 
Average Need Each Week: $12,946 

Received last week: $10,443 
Received year-to-date: $298,213 
Needed year-to-date: $375,459 

 
 
 

 

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
 

TODAY (July 25) 
8:00 Worship 

9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 
9:30 am MS & HS Sunday School 

9:30 am Mosaic 
11 am Worship 

11 am Messiah Kids 
MONDAY (July 26) 

N/A 
TUESDAY (July 27) 

9 am Messiah Quilters 
WEDNESDAY (July 28) 

6 pm Ignite 
THURSDAY (July 29) 
10 am Prayer Group 

11:30 am Staff Meeting 
FRIDAY (July 30) 

6 pm Worship Team Rehearsal  
SATURDAY (July 31) 

N/A 
NEXT SUNDAY (August 1) 

8:00 Worship 
9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 

9:30 Mosaic Life Group 
9:30 am MS & HS Sunday School 

11 am Worship 
11 am Messiah Kids 


