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Joining Jesus: The Work of God 

 
God wants more for you than your life revolving around you and your stuff, your 

accomplishments, what you have built or can build.  God wants your life to revolve 

around something far greater than you and your family.  Instead, God invites your 

family to join Him in a much larger story.  God invites you to join Jesus in what He is 

doing in the world through families just like yours.   

 

Make this a season of asking God where it is you can join Him. Join Jesus.  Asking 

ourselves where we can join Jesus in our everyday lives can be a challenging 

question.  It confronts the perception in our lives that God exists to bless us and our 

plans.  We like to tell God what we are going to do for Him.  We take things into our 

own hands for selfish and often self-giving reasons.  We want to be in control, or we 

think we are doing the right thing.  Worship allows us to take a step back and see 

the bigger picture of what God is already doing.  Miracle of miracles,  God continues 

to invite us into those plans despite the ways we have taken His story and tried to 

make it our own.  

  

You will continue to hear Pr. Stier and myself wrestle with how to join Jesus in our 

Sunday messages.  We have moved from family to the topic of our daily work; the 

responsibilities that consume most of our working day.  We will move on from there 

to ask what God is doing in our social circles and then ultimately how we are being 

invited to serve God through the church.  What we discover might surprise you.   

 

One of the biggest challenges to living out our faith in our daily work and 

responsibilities is that we picture work as just that - a drudgery to get through. At 

best it is our service to our neighbor for their daily needs be it retail, business, 

health or simply watching the little ones.  At worst it is struggling not to blow your 

top at all the games people play that waste your time.  I invite you to see the service 

you provide for others as taking care of them, just as Christ would.  Be open to 

challenging what needs to be challenged, but often simply investing in another’s 

goals for the sake of the other’s needs.   

What would Jesus do if he were in your daily shoes?  How would His forgiving and 

patient presence improve the lives of those he spends his day with?  God has 

invited you to be that presence in the lives of others.     

 

Pr. Kurt Hoover 

From Pastor Kurt Hoover 
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Choices- Choose What’s Right  

Read: Daniel 3: 14-30   

  

As we are in the midst of our series Joining Jesus, I thought it would be 

good to share this little devotion on choices.  

 

This is a well-known story, showing how we should always choose to do what’s right 

– even if it costs us something. King Nebuchadnezzar had made an image of gold, 

and had an order given for the people to bow down to this image when they heard 

the music, and worship it. Three men named Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, 

who the king put in charge over the affairs of Babylon, would not bow down to it. 

They chose to do what was right. They would only serve and worship God Almighty, 

even though they could have been killed for it.  

 

Are we, too, willing to serve and worship the Lord only – no matter what the cost? 

We are daily faced with choices – to do what others want or what we know the Lord 

wants. It may cost us to choose what the Lord wants, but it is the right choice. We 

may get laughed at or put down – but we can’t let what others think stop us from 

doing what we know is the right thing to do. It makes God happy when we choose 

Him and His ways over what the world says. He will strengthen you as you choose 

what’s right. While we can’t see it now, this choice is also the best thing for our 

future and that of our families.  

  

Choose my instruction instead of 

silver, knowledge rather than 

choice gold. - Proverbs 8: 10  

 

A Short Prayer:  

Lord I need your help each day  

With the choices that I make  

Help me choose what’s right to 

do No matter what it takes.  

 

PD2  

a.k.a. Pastor Dave Stier 

From Pastor David Stier 
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• Mafia for 5th-8th grade will be happening February 14 from 7 to 10 pm.  

• 5th through 12th grade will be headed to Feed My Starving Children with Cross-

roads Christian Church on February 28. Meet at the church at 4:30 pm.  

• The next Workcamp training day for Workcamp 2020 is February 22 from 9 am 

to 2 pm in the fellowship hall. All of those going to work camp should try to be in 

attendance.  

• Head 2 Heart confirmation class (for junior high) continues on Wednesdays @ 

6:15 pm 

• The Student Ministry Cookbook will be on sale starting February 16, with all pro-

ceeds going to the student ministry. There will also be samples available from 

some recipes on that day as well.  Don’t miss it! 

 

As always, check the youth bulletin boards and youth kiosks for sign up sheets are 

more info. 

MLC is planning a family camping trip on May 15-17. The location is to be decided, 

but will be within 90 miles of the church. Whether you glamp or tent camp, come 

join the family fun! More info to come, but sign up if you are interested. 

We have some fun activities planned in the New Year for our retiree and senior min-

istry. Join us for the upcoming Trivia Night on the 8th.  You will be playing games 

with all ages!  Also, February 11, the topic will be The Five Love Languages.  Learn 

how to communicate Love in the way your friends and family receive it best. 

 

 

On Sunday, March 10th the annual Heartland Blood Drive will be returning to Messi-

ah. The hours will be 8:30-12:30 and will be in the Family Life Center this 

year.   Please stop by before or after church and consider donating blood to help 

save a life.  One of our own board members has been impacted positively by blood 

donation, and he credits those donors with helping to save his life. Appointments 

are encouraged! Please go to https://ht.heartlandbc.org/donor/schedules/

drive_schedule/5579711 to schedule your preferred donation time! Paper sign-ups 

will also be available. Please contact Donna Stier if you would like to schedule a 

time. 

Winter/Spring Youth Ministry 

Save the Date for Camping! 

Blood Drive 

Owls—Retiree & Senior Ministry 
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The Call Committee has met with Perry Fruhling, The Coordinator of Pastoral Minis-

try for LCMC.  After prayerful consideration, a decision was made to follow the rec-

ommended process and post the senior pastor position on the LCMC website to ac-

cept applications.  Pastor Hoover has been invited and will apply for the senior pas-

tor role through this process.  The Call Committee will review any applications re-

ceived and conduct interviews as necessary.  If an Associate Pastor role is then 

needed to be filled, the same process will be followed.  We invite the congregation 

to be in prayer during this time to welcome the Holy Spirit into this process and 

guide us.  

 

In addition, the congregation is invited to complete an assessment survey asking for 

the congregation’s input about MLC and future hopes for our church.  The survey is 

available both electronically on our website (www.MLCJoliet.org) and in paper form 

in the narthex.  Please take time to share your views.   

Anyone is welcome to attend De-Escalation and Conflict Resolution Training.  This 

training is used in schools, businesses and here at Messiah by our greeters, Securi-

ty Team and Safety and Security Team members.  You will learn tools to diffuse a 

threatening or potential dangerous situation when conflict arises and then practice 

that skill during role play.  

 

The class is scheduled for Saturday, February 8th  from 9:00 to 11:30 am in the 

Youth Room in the Family Life Center.  Please email pkbquilt@sbcglobal.net if you 

plan to attend or call 815 931-1427. 

 

 

Safety Brief for February:  The reminder in February, as we think about Valentine's 

Day and the talk about love is to also love yourself.  Be good to yourself and take 

care of not only your physical health, but also your mental health.  Give yourself per-

mission to rest, as a stressed out parent, teacher or volunteer passes that stress 

onto others and it is not healthy for your body or mind.    

 

Pat Burke 

Safety & Security Ministry 

Safety and Security Team 

Call Committee Update 
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MLC will be heading up an LCMC conference on Saturday, May 2 from 9 am to 3 pm. 

The topic will be “Safety and Security at Church”. Leading the conference will be Pas-

tor Kurt Hoover and Pat Burke. Other presenters include Peter Harper, security con-

sultant with Options3 Risk Solutions, and representatives from Brotherhood Mutual 

and the Joliet police department. The LCMC Illinois Fellowship is sponsoring this con-

ference and it’s free to anyone who would like to attend.  

 
 
 
 

Our Lenten Soup Suppers will begin on Ash Wednesday, February 26.  Join us at 6:00 
p.m. every Wednesday for soup, bread and desserts. On April 1, we will have pizza for 
our last dinner. This is a great opportunity to join us for a warm meal and fellowship 
before the Lenten evening services. Would you like to bring food for any of the meals 
There will be a sign-up poster in the Narthex.   

 
 
 
 

 
1) Gathering House 

February 2: Why is God so violent? (Psalm 21) 

 

February 9: David was a liar, adulterer, and murderer...so why is he a hero of our 

faith? (2 Samuel 11: 1-27) 

 

February 16: If God forgives me, then why do I still get punished for my sins? 

(Psalm 51) 

 

February 23: What do I do with my sorrow? (2 Samuel 18:9-19:8) 

 

2) Fellowship Hall 

Feb 2nd & 9th - Genesis 1-9  Important or not?  

Feb. 16 & 23– The Parables of Jesus. 

 

3) Mosaic -  

Emotionally Healthy Spirituality : Day by Day by Peter Scazzero. 

Insight for February 2020 

LCMC Conference at Messiah 

Lenten Soup Suppers 
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Save the dates! 1st communion- of 5th graders - The First Communion classes are 

right around the corner.  Class meets for 6 weeks @ 9:30 am starting March 

1st.  Students and parents are encouraged to worship as a family at 8 am or 11 am 

services in addition to class. 

 

.   

 

Please note that content for the weekly bulletin is due by noon each Thursday & con-

tent for the monthly newsletter is due by the 22nd of each month. Thank you for your 

cooperation! 

 

 

 

Volunteers are needed to serve dinner to needy people at Daybreak Homeless Shelter 

in Joliet. The commitment is from 5:45 pm to 7:45 pm on the second Monday of each 

month. A team of Messiah members meets at the shelter to set up and serve dinner. 

We feel blessed to give a helping hand in this way. The people are very appreciative for 

a warm meal. If you can help, please contact the church office.  

 

 

 

Our next Couples Club will be on February 15 from 6:30 pm to 8 pm. Enjoy a wonderful 

time of fellowship and fun. Please bring an appetizer. Childcare is provided. Sign up on 

the Connect wall.  

 

 

 

 

We are transitioning our coffee and snack area to the west end of the fellowship hall. 

Please bring any snacks to the serving kiosk located there. Thanks! 

 

 

 

 

After taking a break for the holiday season, our list of monthly projects is back. Below 

are some opportunities to keep our building looking its best and to be good stewards 

of what God has given us. 

 

Painting drywall patched holes in various places 

Painting office bathrooms 

Repair Family Life Center storage room door 

Complete installation of doorbell camera 

Communication Deadlines 

Daybreak Shelter 

Couples Club 

First Communion Class 

February Work Projects 

Coffee & Snack Station 
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Parish Planning Council January 2020 

Here are some highlights from the January 2020 Parish Planning Council meeting:    

  

• The Parish Planning Council received an update concerning the next steps for the 

Call Committee.  Updates on the committee’s work will also be provided to the con-

gregation through various church publications and the weekly bulletins. • Members 

are encouraged to attend Messiah’s Annual Congregational Meeting on Sunday, 

January 26, 2020 at 12:15 p.m.  Reports will be received from all boards and the 

2020 Budget will be voted on by the congregation. • The Safety & Security Ministry 

has gained a few more volunteers and is working with groups within the church to 

provide a safer environment for worship and study. • Young Peoples Board report-

ed that training has begun for the young people who will attend Work Camp in sum-

mer 2020.  The group will be traveling to Ohio in midJuly.  There will be upcoming 

fundraisers to help these youth raise the necessary funds to attend Work Camp. • 

The new “Stay and Play” ministry has been very successful with over 20 partici-

pants.  Public Relations Board is looking for volunteers to assist in hosting that 

event. Parish Fellowship Board will again be coordinating the Wednesday evening 

Lenten Suppers and asked for PPC members and their boards to volunteer to host 

a week.  The congregation will also be encouraged to attend and volunteer. 

 

 

 

 

We value your opinion! We are currently conducting a survey that covers a wide 

range of topics regarding Messiah Lutheran Church. These surveys have been 

emailed to our email database, they are available on the ushers table starting  

today, and they will also be available in our February newsletter. They can be  

returned to the youth kiosks located in the narthex or Family Life Center. Please  

return them by February 9. 

 

 

This year’s blood drive is in the FLC. Please stop by before or after church and con-

sider donating blood to help save a life. Appointments are encouraged!  Please go 

to https:://ht.heartlandbc.org/donor/schedules/ drive_schedule/5579711 to 

schedule your preferred donation time!  Please contact Donna Stier if you would 

like to schedule a time!  Paper sign ups will also be available.  

Church Survey 

Blood Drive 
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Counters   Readers 8 AM 

Date Name   Name Date 

February 2 Brian Wielbik & Dan Stukel   Marsha Smith February 2 

February 9 Gayle Arko & Wayne Lauffer   Bev Korby February 9 

February 16 Stahn Buhr & Kate Joho  Dan Stukel February 16 

February 23 Cindy Moauro & Judy Fowler  Beth Hohisel February 23 

  S   

Ushers 8 AM  E Readers 9:30 AM 

February 2 Terry Anderson & Jerry Buchenau R Sherri Unyi February 2 

February 9 Don Cyborski & Mike Joho V Laura Snider February 9 

February 16 Wayne Lauffer & Bob Miller I Molly Hoover February 16 

February 23 Craig Stone & Dave Peterson N Marcie Vickers February 23 

     

Ushers 9:30 AM  G Readers 11 AM 

February 2 Bill Unyi & Lou Mahalik  Doug Potts February 2 

February 9 Judy Queen & Jeff Holmes  Harold Stier February 16 

February 16 Bob Arko & Roger Gordon  Greeters 8 AM 

February 23 Aimee Gipes & Stephanie Gregoles  Nancy Bertnik February 2 

  A Kathy Mueller February 9 

Ushers 11 AM T RuthAnn Ungeran February 16 

February 2 Gary Phillips & Harold Stier   Marge Christensen, Marty Hohisel February 23 

February 9 Phil & Alex Pribnow    

February 16 Doug & Janet Potts                        Greeters 9:30 AM  

February 23 Mike Scarelli & Darryl Hoelscher  Bev Korby February 2 

  M Bob &  Gayle Arko February 9 

Communion Assistants 8 AM E Darryl & Cindi Souza February 16 

February 2 Ruth Ann Ungeran & Darlene Matison S Liz Liming, Sharon Morton February 23 

February 9 Brian & Kristi Werner    

February 16 Randy Ling & Marsha Smith I  Greeters 11 AM 

February 23 Gerry & Pat Boe A Pat Haaksma, Linda Frey February 2 

  H  February 9 

Communion Assistants 9:30 AM  Summar Evans February 16 

February 2 Gary Ally, Bev Korby, Linda Hawkinson  Kim Ciuffini February 23 

February 16 Jane Costello, Aimee Gipes, Gary Ally    

Communion Assistants 11 AM  

Would you like to help serve?  
Call the Church Office at 815-741-4488   

February 2 Tammy Terry, Doug Potts, Diane Anderson  

February 16 Shannon Capps, Phil & Alex Pribnow  
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February 1 

Jackson Hawkinson 

Jade Nussbaum 

February 2 

Ashlety Crago 

Thomas& Brandy Craig 

Michael McPhail 

Sandra Peterson 

February 3 

Irene Chaplin 

Joan Forlenzo 

Ken & Vickie Skinner 

Jacqueline Zite 

February 4 

Ron & Judy Fowler 

Greg & Aimee Gipes 

Michael Holmes 

February 5 

Thomas Thompson 

February 6 

Kersten Bauc 

Ronan Ludvigsen 

February 7 

Danielle Vickers 

February 8  

Andrew Ouimette 

February 9 

Marilyn Cook  

Scott & Kimberly Goffinet 

James & Jayme Holmgren 

February 10 

Andrew Wiley 

February 11 

Herb Hallberg 

Kara Ziegler 

February 12 

Abigail Burke 

February 13 

Rachel Martin 

February 14 

Nicholas Bretwisch  

Glen & Kendy Elberson 

February 15 

Leah Circar 

 

February Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Ella Kennedy 

Chris Pribnow 

February 16 

Connor Berdelle 

Dennis & Bonita Brown 

Matthew Chaplin 

Mike Strom 

February 17 

Gene Gruber 

Michael Prybell 

February 18 

Elaine Brown 

Melanie Brubaker 

Jean Cleary 

Leah Fox 

Brian Lenihan 

Ellen Parnell  

Roger Zuehl 

February 19 

Kurt Christensen 

Chuck & Kim Eaheart 

Nathalie Ferenzi 

Finn Gerovac 

February 21 

Adam Buhr 

Michele Christensen  

Liam McDonald 

Kristen Michalski 

Douglas & Janet Potts 

Pamela Stromsta 

Briana Vargocko 

February 22 

Justin Harrison  

Thomas Waller 

February 23 

Elizabeth Eickholtz 

Erin Eldred 

Abigail Hall 

Samantha Norman 

Jim Ortinau 

Amanda Thomason 

February 24 

Jackie Aleksic 

Laura Attaway 

 

Sarah Johnson 

Maven Lawler 

Bryce Parnell 

Kathleen Parnell 

February 25 

James Hines 

Brian Webb 

February 26 

Grace Holmgren 

February 27 

Jamie Atwood 

Carson Castillo 

Stephanie Ferrara  

Melissa McPhail 

February 28 

Roger & Diane Zuehl 
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ADDRESS 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
40 Houbolt Rd. 
Joliet, IL 60431 
815-741-4488 
Fax: 815-741-4501 
Email: info@mlcjoliet.org 
Website: www.mlcjoliet.org 


