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On the Move! How to Heal and Forgive 
(In my daily life like I would at church things) 

by Pastor Kurt Hoover  
     

A study of healing and forgiveness in Luke chapter 13.  We read this with the lessons of 

the early church in Acts and the calling for the disciples in mind.  Matthew being a tax 

collector gave Jesus access to those most in need.  People who would not meet him at 

church but where happy to eat a meal with Jesus.  We all have people in our lives that 

might not accept an invitation to church but are more then happy to have an honest 

conversation.  

 

Acts 1:6-11  Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, 
are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the 
Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.” 

9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a 
cloud hid him from their sight. 

10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when 
suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. 11 “Men of 
Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This 
same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come 
back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” 

 

Matthew 9:9-12  9 As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man 
named Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s booth. “Follow me,” he 
told him, and Matthew got up and followed him. 

10 While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax 
collectors and sinners came and ate with him and his 
disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, 
“Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 
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12 On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a 
doctor, but the sick. 

 
Luke 13:1-9 Now there were some present at that time who told 
Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their 
sacrifices. 2 Jesus answered, “Do you think that these Galileans were 
worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they suffered this 
way? 3 I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all 
perish. 4 Or those eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam fell on 
them—do you think they were more guilty than all the others living in 
Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all 
perish.” 
 

6 Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree growing in his 
vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it but did not find any. 7 So 
he said to the man who took care of the vineyard, ‘For three years 
now I’ve been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven’t 
found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?’ 
8 “‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig 
around it and fertilize it. 9 If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut 
it down.’” 
 

 

 

…do you think they were more guilty… - Luke 13:4 
 

So … often the distinction we make between ourselves and 

others is who is more guilty.  Or we comfort ourselves by 

thinking I am a good person, which implies there are others 

out there who are more selfish then ourselves.  At least I am 

not the cause of all the world’s problems…  

 

The calling of Mathew and the grumbling of the ‘good people’ 

shows Jesus thinking about this state of mind.  Jesus really 

didn’t care for comparing one person to another, yourself to 

others… doesn’t really get you anywhere.  Is someone more 

holy because they are an essential medical worker making 



Honesty sermon Easter 7 May 24th, 2020 

    

Sermon Manuscript not edited for publishing. ©Kurt Hoover, Messiah Lutheran, Joliet, IL 60431 
 

3 

huge sacrifices or an unessential worker collecting 

unemployment.  Doesn’t really get you anywhere.  

 

Instead Jesus says – ‘it is not the healthy who need a doctor, 

but the sick.’  Implying that the tax collectors and sinners who 

Jesus got in trouble for eating with are precisely those in most 

need of healing and forgiveness.  

 

This is an indictment on the good religious people of the day.  

The first accusation here is that you can not be healed, or 

forgiven until you admit you need it.  At least the tax collectors 

are admitting their need for God unlike the Pharisees who 

have fallen into the trap of thinking they have got life figured 

out.  Second, the reason God has so blessed you with a living 

relationship with Him is so that you can help those most in 

need.  The Pharisees had failed on both accounts.   

 

The human temptation is to decide who is and is not worthy of 

attention … as if there are people in this world that can be 

completely written off.  Their mistakes or what they represent 

is just too wrong.  Jesus says these are the exact people God is 

asking us to help find the healing of forgiveness.   

 

If we are not careful the church can easily get comfortable 

serving itself, taking care of only those who deserve it.   God 

has once again forced us as comfortable Christians to stop 

thinking of His Kingdom as something we are a part of over 

there at that building, with the ‘good people,’ 1 or 2 days a 

week.   

 

God’s Kingdom is and always has been most effective in the 

conversations that you have with family and friends in the 

backyard, around the kitchen table, across the fence out of the 

garage or in the driveway with those we least expect to be open 

to God, who are in greatest need of forgiveness.  
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Jesus is here this morning saying the same thing to us that he 

said long ago to a people not to unlike ourselves and our 

neighbors.  

 

Their basic question was, ‘am I good enough?’  Good enough 

for heaven, to follow you, to change my ways… do I deserve a 

second chance??  Am I worth fixing??  

 

Jesus words resound still today:  None of us are any ‘more 

guilty’ then the next, each of us, unless we repent - admit our 

need for God - this world and our concerns for it are going to 

swallow us whole.  (Luke 13:3-5)  

 

In Jesus day, just as in our day, the people had singled out 

some particular people who had suffered a particularly 

unfortunate and gruesome death.  One group was crushed by a 

tower the other had been killed by Pilate when they were 

making their offerings on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem. (Luke 

13:1&4) 

 

Surely, was the argument, these people had done something 

severely wrong to deserve God’s wrath. Surely there are people 

in the world that even God can’t forgive.  Certainly, there are 

people in the world that don’t deserve a second chance.   

 

Jesus is very stern with them.  Twice he says we are all in the 

same boat, all of us, unless we repent – turn to God, admit our 

need for Him – we will perish.  (Luke 13:3&5) 

 

Then Jesus goes on to tell about a fig tree that doesn’t bear any 

fruit. What is the owner to do?  Cut it down and start over, 

right?  God doesn’t compare us to each other and ask who has 

messed up most.  Instead our heavenly Father yearns for us to 
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make a difference in His Kingdom, so much so that he will give 

us that one last chance, to set things right with Him.  Like a 

gardener waiting one more year, digging around a tree to 

make sure it gets all the water and nutrients it needs before 

cutting it down and starting over.   

 

There are a lot of ways to interpret that symbolism, but here is 

what it says to me.  It says to me that in those moments when 

others have given up on you, maybe you have given up on 

yourself a little bit… It is in those moments when everything is 

falling apart, something needs to change, and you know it… It 

is in those moments that God does exactly the opposite of what 

any of us might expect.   

 

Rather than cut us down, give up on us, His son the 

compassionate gardener steps in and begs God to give us one 

last chance.  His son will go to any lengths to give those who 

don’t deserve it more Grace and Compassion, Healing and 

Forgiveness.  

 

When others say:  ‘For three years now I’ve been coming to look 

for fruit on this fig tree and haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why 

should it use up the soil?’ 

Jesus says:  ‘…leave it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig 

around it and fertilize it. 9 If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, 

then cut it down.’” 

 

And here is the main thing – None of us deserve it. Each of us 

Unless we repent – turn to God, admit our need for Him we will 

perish… 

 
So what is it that gives us the ability to change our ways?  Not 

only when we are healthy and at our best and have all the 
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support that we need… But most especially when we need it 

most?  What is it that sets us right with God?   

 

Our ability to change, or more precisely God’s ability to make 

changes in us is tied directly to our ability to be honest with 

Him.   

 
We set aside a time in most worship services, usually at the 

beginning, called ‘Confession and Absolution.’  Some of you 

may make this a part of your regular prayer routine, the 

‘Repentance’ section of the TRIP prayer. 

 

As you hear me say time and again…it is the part of the service 

where we lift to God anything that is weighing heavily upon us, 

what kept us up the night before… anything that might 

separate us from God or from others.    

 

We ‘Confess’ to God the stuff he already knows; we try to let 

go of it, give it to God as we listen to His healing words of 

forgiveness – the ‘Absolution.’    

 

The absolution is the point at which, if we sincerely confess and 

we trust in God’s ability to use the church or a close friend to 

speak His forgiveness… then in that moment we are truly 

forgiven, set free, given a second chance.    

 

 

The only way you can mess this up is not trust in God’s 

forgiveness or get stuck on your part in the confession.  You 

end up telling God what you think he wants to hear rather 

then being honest with Him.   

 

My most powerful experiences as a teenager where talking 

with a friend in a parked car or on a swing set at the park – 
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and getting at the heart of the issue. Two people trying to 

figure out what we are truly scared of, what is holding us back, 

how to love… 

 

Maybe just maybe, what Jesus really wants is for me to be 

honest with myself and Him. Tell him what he already knows. 

What I am truly struggling with.  Search my heart and ask 

why it is I do what I do, or feel what I feel?   

 

And instead of making promises I know I can’t keep as if it all 

depends on me and my will power… maybe just maybe, what 

Jesus really wants is for me to admit I can’t do it on my own 

and ask for his help in tackling what I am truly struggling 

with.   

 

 

This was the discovery that set David free as he wrote the 32nd 

Psalm.   

 

The discovery that when Jesus asks us to confess to Him what 

brings the change, the repentance, we so long for has less to do 

with our ability to get it right, and more with our ability to ask 

God for help. 

 

Blessed is the one 

    whose transgressions are forgiven, 

    whose sins are covered. 
2 Blessed is the one 

    whose sin the Lord does not count against them 

    and in whose spirit is no deceit. 
3 When I kept silent, 

    my bones wasted away 

    through my groaning all day long. 
4 For day and night 

    your hand was heavy on me; 
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my strength was sapped 

    as in the heat of summer. 
5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you 

    and did not cover up my iniquity. 

I said, “I will confess 

    my transgressions to the Lord.”  

And you forgave 

    the guilt of my sin. (32 Psalm 1-5) 

 

 

What is repentance, what is it that truly helps us change our 

ways, what is it that sets us right with God?   

 

Our ability to change, or more precisely God’s ability to make 

changes in us is tied directly to our ability to be honest with 

Him.   

 

The healing that comes from forgiveness has always been the 

work of the church and I guarantee you it was already 

happening just as much in your homes and in casual 

conversations as it does in worship.   

 

You are the church.  You can do the same healing and 

forgiving in your daily life that happens when you do church 

things.  The church started and still resides where people’s 

lives are shared!   
 

 


