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Job 9:32-35 
 “God is not a mortal like me, 
    so I cannot argue with him or take him to trial. 
33 If only there were a mediator between us, 
    someone who could bring us together. 
34 The mediator could make God stop beating me, 
    and I would no longer live in terror of his punishment. 
35 Then I could speak to him without fear, 
    but I cannot do that in my own strength. 
 
John 20: 19-21  
That Sunday evening the disciples were meeting behind locked doors because 
they were afraid of the Jewish leaders. Suddenly, Jesus was standing there among 
them! “Peace be with you,” he said. 20 As he spoke, he showed them the wounds 
in his hands and his side. They were filled with joy when they saw the Lord! 21 
Again he said, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I am sending 
you.” 
 

If only… 
He has Risen, He has risen indeed! 
Wow what a time we are living in eh? Can you believe it’s been just over a month 
since we have been able to worship in the same building?  
 
Did you ever wonder how the followers of Jesus felt on the evening of His 
crucifixion? Disappointment? Discouragement? Fear? Loss of hope? 
 
I know this is a tough and scary time to many. I spent the last few weeks calling 
around to our medical professionals seeking to encourage them and many of 
them encouraged me. We are in strange and difficult times, just like the disciples 
in those hours after the crucifixion. Many are hurting and afraid but when not if, 
but WHEN we get to the other side of this crisis, many of us may be saying if 
only… 
The world is crying out “If only…”  
God did respond just over 2,000 years ago. What are the questions? What is His 
response? 
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If only there were someone I could turn to. 
In Job 9 we hear Job lament “If only there were a mediator between us (me & 
God), someone who could bring us together.” This is nothing new. From the time 
that Adam & Eve were expelled from the garden, people have been looking out 
and saying if only…  
 
The truth is, God is there. He has always been and will always be there. I’m not 
sure why some of the ancients didn’t get it and see it. The Bible is clear. All we 
need do is look at the universe and God is crying out to us, “I’m here.”  
Now in our day and age I do understand it to a point. We’re just plain too busy 
and our lives are filled with too much noise. But now things are different, or are 
they? I know this will come as no surprise to those who know me, you know I’m 
just a bit weird.  
But when all this Covid stuff started hitting the news hard in March I was drawn 
to a bunch of older movies. The China Syndrome, Outbreak and, of course one of 
my favorite Will Smith flicks of all time, I am Legend. I know it may seem strange 
to some, but I was like, “Hey I wonder how this looks compared to what 
Hollywood made it look like.” Some of it is eerily similar, other parts are way off, 
but I think those books and movies definitely shaped how many of us responded 
to this latest crisis. There is this line in I am Legend near the end that I just love. 
After giving in to despair and almost dying the lead, Dr. Robert Neville meets 
Anna, she says God told her to come to where he was, and she arrived just in the 
nick of time to save him. She says, “The world is quieter now. We just have to 
listen; we can hear God’s plan.” After the crisis of the crucifixion, the disciples 
were all huddled in a room hiding from the religious leaders. They are scared and 
don’t know what to do. Then suddenly, Jesus was standing there among them! 
“Peace be with you,” he said. (John 20). If only there was someone we could turn 
to. There is and He says Peace be with you. 
 
If only there were someone I could trust. 
If anyone in all of history had a cause to distrust God, it would have been Job. He 
was healthy, wealthy, respected, everything was going his way and them WHAM. 
Through no fault of his own it seems like everything is gone in a flash. Sound 
familiar? We as Americans are a proud people. Things were going great for the 
most part, the economy was humming, unemployment was at historic lows for 
every demographic, many employers were begging for qualified employees. Our 
401(k)s were soaring, all we had to worry about in this time of prosperity was, 
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whose vision for the country was the better one, and then wham! Out of no fault 
of their own many people were laid off, their businesses were shut down and the 
economy seemed to be crashing all around them. Am I the only one who sees 
these parallels?  
The people around us can be like Job’s wife and friends telling us there is no hope 
just “Curse God and die.” I know many of you are somewhat familiar with the 
story of Job, but have you read the whole thing? Do you know how it ends? Job 
gets to have a direct conversation with God! And when that’s all over he is not 
only restored to health, but he is given twice as much as he lost. In 2 Chron. 7:14 
God says, “Then if my people who are called by my name will humble themselves 
and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, I will hear from 
heaven and will forgive their sins and restore their land.” Now I’m not here today 
to debate what sin we are talking about. But let’s be honest, we as individuals and 
as a country have sinned against God and each other.  
If only there were someone I could trust. Place your trust in God not in man.  
 
If only there were someone to tell me. 
“God is not a mortal like me, 
    so I cannot argue with him or take him to trial. 
If only there were a mediator between us, 
    someone who could bring us together. 
The mediator could make God stop beating me, 
    and I would no longer live in terror of his punishment. 
Then I could speak to him without fear, 
    but I cannot do that in my own strength. 
 
As he spoke, he showed them the wounds in his hands and his side. They were 
filled with joy when they saw the Lord!  
Again, he said, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I am sending 
you.” 
The world is lost, it’s in chaos, people are dying and I’m not talking about CV-19 
here. So many in this world are chasing after things that don’t matter. Things that 
do not have any value in eternity.  
Are you one of them? I know I am more times than I care to admit. I think this is a 
very different Easter Sunday than any I have ever experienced or will experience 
again.  
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While we know we serve a risen Savior, we are still so invested in this world and 
not the next. Death wasn’t natural. When God designed us, we were not designed 
to die. That’s why it freaks us out so much to experience it or think of it. But death 
is not the end. Jesus showed us that on that Easter morning some 2,000 years 
ago! Then he told us (more than once), “Get up off your butts and go tell people I 
have defeated death, sin and the grave!”  
If only there were some one to tell me! There is! Look in the mirror! It’s you, and 
it’s me. We are to tell each other and to go out to this lost and hurting world and 
tell them why we have hope and joy! It’s JESUS! 
 
If only there were someone to love me. 

I found this many, many years ago and have used it in student ministry. It’s in the 
bible app and the bulletin I encourage you to follow along as I read. 

My Child ~ 
You may not know me, but I know everything about you 
I know when you sit down and when you rise up 
I am familiar with all your ways 
Even the very hairs on your head are numbered  
For you were made in my image 
In me you live and move and have your being  
For you are my offspring  
I knew you even before you were conceived  
I chose you when I planned creation  
You were not a mistake, for all your days are written in my book  
I determined the exact time of your birth and where you would live  
You are fearfully and wonderfully made 
I knit you together in your mother's womb 
And brought you forth on the day you were born  
I have been misrepresented by those who don't know me  
I am not distant and angry, but am the complete expression of love 
And it is my desire to lavish my love on you 
Simply because you are my child and I am your father   
I offer you more than your earthly father ever could  
For I am the perfect father 
Every good gift that you receive comes from my hand  
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For I am your provider and I meet all your needs  
My plan for your future has always been filled with hope 
Because I love you with an everlasting love 
My thoughts toward you are countless as the sand on the seashore, And I 
rejoice over you with singing  
I will never stop doing good to you 
For you are my treasured possession 
I desire to establish you with all my heart and all my soul  
And I want to show you great and marvelous things 
If you seek me with all your heart, you will find me   
Delight in me and I will give you the desires of your heart  
For it is I who gave you those desires  
I am able to do more for you than you could possibly imagine  
For I am your greatest encourager  
I am also the Father who comforts you in all your troubles 
When you are brokenhearted, I am close to you  
As a shepherd carries a lamb, I have carried you close to my heart  
One day I will wipe away every tear from your eyes 
And I'll take away all the pain you have suffered on this earth 
I am your Father, and I love you even as I love my son, Jesus 
For in Jesus, my love for you is revealed 
He is the exact representation of my being  
He came to demonstrate that I am for you, not against you 
And to tell you that I am not counting your sins  
Jesus died so that you and I could be reconciled 
His death was the ultimate expression of my love for you 
I gave up everything I loved that I might gain your love  
If you receive the gift of my son Jesus, you receive me 
And nothing will ever separate you from my love again 
Come home and I'll throw the biggest party heaven has ever seen  
I have always been Father, and will always be Father 
My question is, Will you be my child? I am waiting for you  
                                                            Love, Your Daddy, Almighty God 

If only there were someone to love me. He not only loves you, He wrote you the 
greatest love letter of all time and allowed His son to die in your place so you 
could be with Him forever. 
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If only there were someone to guide me. 
One of the greatest privileges of being a Pastor is helping to guide people through 
life! Helping them see and feel the Holy Spirit guiding them, through the word, 
through the body of Christ and the opportunities and desires He has planted deep 
inside of us. 
But it’s not just we pastors that can do that. As Christians we are called to 
encourage and guide one another. (Hebrews 10, 1 Tim 4) Martin Luther wrote of 
the priesthood of all believers as one of his main tenets, not only as our personal 
responsibility to self but to each other.  
 
IMHO The priesthood of all believers has been one of the most neglected 
teachings of the Reformation.  
It is one thing to say that we are a “chosen race,” a “holy nation,” a “royal 
priesthood,” an “ambassador of Christ.” Yet it is another thing altogether to have 
our identities shaped by these truths so that we act accordingly.  
If we recover the notion of the “priesthood of all believers,” we will pray more 
boldly, offer up spiritual sacrifices regularly, and realize our unique privilege in 
Christ. 
 
If we recover our identities as full-time followers of Christ, regardless of where we 
work, we will be willing to proactively confront the problems in the Church and in 
the world. We will be able to live our faith both through our direct participation in 
the Church, through our professions, and through our engagement in work and 
society. We will be agents of reconciliation, ambassadors, and mediators; in other 
words, we will be “priests” in our society.  
Luther’s hope that “priest” becomes as common a self-designation as “Christian” 
may never be realized unless Christians work to appropriate this truth so that it 
becomes part of their lives and identity. 
 
Can we see our work in the world as a priestly act, as part of a royal priesthood? 
Can Christians use their professions to serve those around them? The notion that 
all believers are priests can revolutionize the Christian’s work in the Church and in 
the world, encouraging believers to serve the Lord in whatever capacity or 
profession they find themselves. With this ministry-oriented mindset toward all 
areas of life, God’s followers can come boldly into his presence, praying for 
fruitfulness in their own professions, being proactive about things they see that 
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are unjust, and acting as agents of reconciliation in their offices, schools, and 
community. 
If only there were someone to guide me. There is, we have each other and more 
importantly we have the Holy Spirit living inside of us! 
He has Risen, He has risen indeed! 
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A Fathers Love letter 

My Child ~ 
You may not know me, but I know everything about you ~ Psalm 139:1 
I know when you sit down and when you rise up ~ Psalm 139:2 
I am familiar with all your ways ~ Psalm 139:3  
Even the very hairs on your head are numbered ~ Matthew 10:29-31 
For you were made in my image ~ Genesis 1:27  
In me you live and move and have your being ~ Acts 17:28  
For you are my offspring ~ Acts 17:28  
I knew you even before you were conceived ~ Jeremiah 1:4-5  
I chose you when I planned creation ~ Ephesians 1:11-12  
You were not a mistake, for all your days are written in my book ~ Psalm 
139:15-16 
I determined the exact time of your birth and where you would live ~ Acts 
17:26  
You are fearfully and wonderfully made ~ Psalm 139:14  
I knit you together in your mother's womb ~ Psalm 139:13  
And brought you forth on the day you were born ~ Psalm 71:6  
I have been misrepresented by those who don't know me ~ John 8:41-44 
I am not distant and angry, but am the complete expression of love ~ 1 John 
4:16  
And it is my desire to lavish my love on you ~ 1 John 3:1 
Simply because you are my child and I am your father ~ 1 John 3:1  
I offer you more than your earthly father ever could ~ Matthew 7:11  
For I am the perfect father ~ Matthew 5:48  
Every good gift that you receive comes from my hand ~ James 1:17  
For I am your provider and I meet all your needs ~ Matthew 6:31-33  
My plan for your future has always been filled with hope ~ Jeremiah 29:11 
Because I love you with an everlasting love ~ Jeremiah 31:3  
My thoughts toward you are countless as the sand on the seashore ~ Psalm 
139:17-18  
And I rejoice over you with singing ~ Zephaniah 3:17  
I will never stop doing good to you ~ Jeremiah 32:40  
For you are my treasured possession ~ Exodus 19:5  
I desire to establish you with all my heart and all my soul ~ Jeremiah 32:41  
And I want to show you great and marvelous things ~ Jeremiah 33:3 
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If you seek me with all your heart, you will find me ~ Deuteronomy 4:29  
Delight in me and I will give you the desires of your heart ~ Psalm 37:4  
For it is I who gave you those desires ~ Philippians 2:13 
I am able to do more for you than you could possibly imagine ~ Ephesians 
3:20  
For I am your greatest encourager ~ 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17 
I am also the Father who comforts you in all your troubles ~ 2 Corinthians 
1:3-4 
When you are brokenhearted, I am close to you ~ Psalm 34:18  
As a shepherd carries a lamb, I have carried you close to my heart ~ Isaiah 
40:11 
One day I will wipe away every tear from your eyes ~ Revelation 21:3-4  
And I'll take away all the pain you have suffered on this earth ~ Revelation 
21:3-4  
I am your Father, and I love you even as I love my son, Jesus ~ John 17:23 
For in Jesus, my love for you is revealed ~ John 17:26 
He is the exact representation of my being ~ Hebrews 1:3 
He came to demonstrate that I am for you, not against you ~ Romans 8:31  
And to tell you that I am not counting your sins ~ 2 Corinthians 5:18-19 
Jesus died so that you and I could be reconciled ~ 2 Corinthians 5:18-19  
His death was the ultimate expression of my love for you ~ 1 John 4:10  
I gave up everything I loved that I might gain your love ~ Romans 8:31-32  
If you receive the gift of my son Jesus, you receive me ~ 1 John 2:23 
And nothing will ever separate you from my love again ~ Romans 8:38-39  
Come home and I'll throw the biggest party heaven has ever seen ~ Luke 
15:7  
I have always been Father, and will always be Father ~ Ephesians 3:14-15  
My question is ~ Will you be my child? ~ John 1:12-13  
I am waiting for you ~ Luke 15:11-32 
                                                                   Love, Your Daddy, Almighty God 

 
 
 
 


