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Numbers 13:15-32, 2 Corinthians 8:1-12, Mark 4: 35-41 

Ok, here we go. I could hear the complaints in my sleep last night when 
I was praying over this message one last time: “Pastor, why are you 
guys talking about money again??” Well would it surprise you that 
Jesus Himself talked about Money and Hell a lot in the New Testament? 
It’s interesting that in our culture today people may even be more 
uncomfortable talking about money than Hell. Listen to how R.C. Sproul 
answered when asked what doctrine he struggled with the most, “The 
doctrine of hell. It is uncomfortable for most of us. However, our 
understanding of hell shapes our view of the gospel, God’s holiness, 
and our depravity. If we don’t accept the reality of hell, we won’t rightly 
understand the glory of the gospel.” Now hear me clearly when I say 
this; I’m not drawing any comparisons between your giving and your 
final destination whether it be heaven or hell. That is solely due to 
accepting God’s grace and forgiveness and depending on Jesus for 
salvation. But we all (Yes even your pastors) struggle at times with 
certain things we don’t fully understand in God’s word. If you don’t 
struggle from time to time I have to ask are you reading it. 

Now I started writing this message way back in August. But I didn’t 
totally finish it till just this week, as I like to let them “marinate” a bit. 
You know, interact with life and see how the Holy Spirit works in my 
daily life and of those around me. I was hit with the feeling that It's 
probably not a greed or a laziness thing that makes consistent giving of 
our time, talent and treasures so difficult for us. But maybe it's a fear 
thing that keeps us from responding to the encouragement to give and 
trust God to do his work in our lives. I have seen in my nearly three 
decades of ministry that for many of us actually giving of our time is 
actually much harder than of our money. Let’s look at what Paul wrote 
to the church at Corinth again. 
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“Now regarding your question about the money being collected for 
God’s people in Jerusalem. You should follow the same procedure I 
gave to the churches in Galatia. 2 On the first day of each week, you 
should each put aside a portion of the money you have earned. Don’t 
wait until I get there and then try to collect it all at once.” (1 Cor. 16:1-
3) 
 
“Now I want you to know, dear brothers and sisters, what God in his 
kindness has done through the churches in Macedonia. 2 They are being 
tested by many troubles, and they are very poor. But they are also filled 
with abundant joy, which has overflowed in rich generosity. 3 For I can 
testify that they gave not only what they could afford, but far more. 
And they did it of their own free will…. 7Since you excel in so many 
ways—in your faith, your gifted speakers, your knowledge, your 
enthusiasm, and your love…—I want you to excel also in this gracious 
act of giving. 8 I am not commanding you to do this. But I am testing 
how genuine your love is by comparing it with the eagerness of the 
other churches…. Here is my advice: It would be good for you to finish 
what you started a year ago. Last year you were the first who wanted 
to give, and you were the first to begin doing it. 11 Now you should 
finish what you started. Let the eagerness you showed in the beginning 
be matched now by your giving. Give in proportion to what you 
have. 12 Whatever you give is acceptable if you give it eagerly. And give 
according to what you have, not what you don’t have.” (2 Cor. 8:1-3, 7-
8, 10-12)  

Having addressed the issue of his painful rebuke of the Corinthians and 
his joy at their repentance in the first 7 chapters of this book, Paul 
moves to a new topic: the collection of funds. The Corinthians had 
previously agreed to participate in contributing to this collection about 
a year earlier. Paul gave them instructions for how to do so in 1 
Corinthians. However, some difficult issues had arisen between them 
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and the apostle in the meantime. So, will they still follow through on 
their commitment to give? 

Paul begins by pointing to the example of the churches in Macedonia. 
Though they are under the affliction of persecution and in extreme 
poverty, they begged Paul to be allowed to participate in the collection. 
Not only that, but they gave beyond their means in order to help the 
Jewish Christians in Jerusalem. They did this, Paul writes, because they 
gave themselves to the Lord and then, by God's will, gave themselves to 
Paul's effort to raise these funds. (2 Corinthians 8:1–6). Note that they 
first gave themselves to the LORD then they started raising funds. 

With this in mind, Paul urges the Corinthians to excel in this "act of 
grace," as they excel in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in earnestness, 
and in his love for them. He is quick to say that he is not commanding 
them to follow through with their commitment. That would defeat the 
purpose of the gift. Instead, he asks them to understand this is an 
opportunity to prove that they genuinely have Christlike love for others 
(1 Corinthians 8:7–8). 

After all, Paul adds, Christ did much more for them. He willingly left the 
riches and safety of heaven to come to earth as a man and die for their 
sins. He did this so that they could experience the riches and safety of 
heaven. Now it is time to follow Christ's example in sacrificing for the 
good of others. 

A year ago, Paul says, they were ready to give. For that readiness to 
mean anything, though, they must now follow through and actually 
give. He is not asking them to give everything they have or more than 
they have. He is asking them to follow the biblical principle of giving in 
proportion to what they have. The goal for Christians should be for 
each to give according to their means. 
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If you will recall the capitol campaign that Messiah undertook in 2014-
2019. One the experts said, we would never be able to do it. They said 
we would not even raise $700,000. But through your sacrifice and 
God’s great blessing you raised over 2.2 million dollars. Were some of 
us afraid to make a commitment. You bet ya. But so many of us 
couldn’t believe how God blessed us in the 5 years of the campaign. So 
that brings me back to the question. Maybe it's a fear thing, that keeps 
us from responding. It's probably not a greed or a laziness thing that 
makes consistent giving of our time, talent & treasures so difficult for 
us. I know many of you and you are not lazy, and you are not greedy. 
This church has been the most generous church I have ever been 
involved with. Any time we have a need (and even sometimes a want) 
when we make it known, God through His people provides.  

MIKE BROWN video 

I've already shared the story with you about how freaked out I was over 
our budget when we were going to have Alexei and to my shame I 
forgot the biggest thing in my budgeting our tithes and offerings. Now I 
know the last 2 years have been challenging but even in the height of 
the pandemic uncertainty, God’s people stepped up and provided more 
than enough for our church to purchase a Van for the church and 
student ministry to use. I can tell you personally how difficult this year, 
epically the last few months of this year have been on my family trying 
to make our 2022 budget. My wife Dana works for a wonderful Doctor, 
but back in 2020 he sold his practice to a large medical conglomerate. 
In the last few months her hours have been cut in half, she has been 
discriminated against for most of the year and now has been 
threatened with losing her job. Friends, I’ve been looking at the 
numbers here at Messiah this year, knowing that either God and His 
people have to step up big time or maybe next year I’ll have to join 
Brian in driving a bus again, to provide for my family.  
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I get it, it’s personal to me too. But you know what? After 40 years of 
giving tithes and offerings, and to my shame holding back at times 
during some of those years, I have seen how God responds to faith and 
to fear. We haven’t even for a second even considered cutting back on 
our offerings not to mention our tithes. Now I don’t tell you that to 
brag or for you to say, ‘Gee, look how good our pastor is.’ I share that 
with you to let you know that we are scared too. 

I am sure if I were to ask the question, "how many of you have 
experienced storms in your life," every hand would be raised because 
that’s how life is.  

Life has storms and no one is immune to them and yet in the midst of 
these storms, for the believer, there can be peace. 

So, to wrap up today I want to give you three ways to have peace in the 
midst of the storm. This will hopefully explain and dig into our Gospel 
text for today. 

#1. The first way is to trust in God’s Word.  

I am sure you have heard the statement before "God said it and I 
believe it and that’s good enough for me." This is the way it should be 
but many times it isn’t. 

There are people who can quote God’s Word and have memorized 
books of the Bible but when the rubber meets the road they have a 
hard time living what it says. Maybe it’s because we don’t realize God’s 
Word is living and active like Heb 4:12 says and that it will accomplish in 
your life what it says it will accomplish if you just believe. 

God’s Word has stood the test of time and is still the #1 best seller. 
When the 9-11 attack came Bible sales soared because there is comfort 
in God’s Word. There are many times in the Scripture where God’s 
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Word was spoken and then came to pass. God said "let there be light 
and there was light." 

God’s Word also came to pass with Abraham and Sarah. God said "you 
will have a son" and even though they got ahead of God and tried to 
work it out on their own, they did have a son. Sarah had Isaac even 
though she was way past the childbearing years. 

Moses discovered the reality of God’s Word when he was trapped in 
the wilderness with several million people and Pharoah’s army was 
right behind them. God said "lift up your rod and stretch your hand 
over the sea and divide it and the Children of Israel shall go on dry 
ground through the midst of the sea." 

God also said in Numbers chapter 13 to Moses, here is the land I 
promised you, it’s yours go and spy out the land and they did and it was 
everything God said it was a land flowing with milk and honey. The only 
problem they had was they failed to trust God’s Word and had to 
wander for 40 years before they could possess the land. 

All throughout Scripture we see God’s Word being proclaimed and 
coming to pass. The Scriptures predicted the coming Messiah and it 
happened just like it said. God’s Word has stood the test of time and 
yet many times we hear it, and may even have it in our head and yet we 
fail to apply it to our situation because it’s not in our heart. 

When you look at the text you see something very important and that 
is in vs. 35 where Jesus says "let us pass over unto the other side." 
Notice He includes Himself. I am sure this passed right over the 
disciples’ heads for if they would have thought about it during the 
storm they may not have been so fearful. It’s the same promise David 
writes about in the 23rd Psalms when he says "Yea though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death I will fear no evil." I know 
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this is not easy but the word ‘through’ is the key. That means you will 
come out on the other side. 

And then of course the Scripture that applies to us today and even 
more so to them is Matt 28:20 which says "And lo I am with you always 
even until the end of the world." You see He is just as much with us 
now as He was with them. The only difference is they could see Him 
and we can’t. 

Jesus told them "let us pass over unto the other side" and we too will 
pass over to the other side no matter what the storm is if we will just 
trust in His Word. 

#2 Now the second thing we must do in order to have peace in the 
midst of the storm is to not fear. 

I know this is a hard one, for it seems at times that the whole world 
lives in fear. Remember my friends that fear does not come from God 
but rather from the devil. Remember when fear came into the world? 
It was in the Garden of Eden after Adam and Eve sinned. They went and 
hid themselves and when God came looking for them, He said why are 
you hiding? Adam said I was afraid, and I was naked. 

There is good fear and bad fear. Good fear keeps us from doing dumb 
things and killing ourselves and also good fear is the kind of awe and 
reverence we have toward God. But the bad fear has a very negative 
effect on our life. It causes us to lose faith and go off in all kinds of 
directions. This kind of fear comes from the Devil, for when Paul wrote 
to Timothy he said in 2 Tim 1:7  

“for God has not given us a spirit of fear but of power and love and a 
sound mind.” A spirit of fear is very destructive, it causes worry, 
anxiety, panic attacks and depression. 
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I remember a few years ago on prime-time television they had women 
on a show who were suffering from post-partum blues and they had a 
fear they were going to kill their babies. They had thoughts of drowning 
them or stabbing them or burning them. The psychiatrist had a big 
name for it, but what it was, unnatural fear. Something that wouldn’t 
happen. 

This is what a panic attack is like. It is an unnatural fear that you are 
going to hurt yourself doing ordinary things when the odds are it would 
never happen. And fear can come upon you suddenly. This is 
apparently what happened in the text. It was toward evening when 
they got into the boat to go to the other side. I am sure it was a very 
calm quiet evening, so Jesus went to the back of the boat to lay down. 
While he is asleep a storm comes up suddenly. This can happen to any 
of us, a phone call, an accident, a sickness can happen suddenly and 
before you know it your right in the middle of the storm. 

This happened to my wife and I if our first year of marriage. Shortly 
after we moved to FL and “settled” in one of our seven homes for that 
year. (Yes you heard that right 7 in one year) I was awaken one night to 
her screaming my name. You see in my sleep I had gotten so worked up 
about something that I put my new bride in a headlock and proceeded 
to punch her in the head repeatedly. I was terrified when she was final 
able to wake me up. I couldn’t believe what I just did to this woman 
who I loved more than any other person on earth. I didn’t sleep a wink 
the rest of the night. I just lay there on my back silently crying out to 
the LORD in fear that I could hurt her again. But to this day I have never 
again laid a hand on her in anger. 

There are several things to note about this story in Mark 4. One is that 
even though Jesus was with them the storm still came which means 
that no one is immune to the storms. Being a Christian doesn’t exempt 
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you. And secondly even after the storm began Jesus did not wake up, I 
mean they were bailing water out of the boat and it is rocking from side 
to side and yet He is still asleep which means we are not always 
instantly delivered when the storm comes. 

You see storms help us to grow in our faith. Isn’t that what James 
chapter 1 tells us, "count it all joy when you fall into various 
temptations" or also translated tested in different ways. Count it all 
joy? What are you talking about, what’s there to be happy about when 
hard times come? We don’t want to be happy, we want to get mad and 
worry and be filled with anxiety. No, the joy isn’t because of the storm, 
but the joy is in the storm knowing that your faith is going to grow 
stronger after you come through it. 

#3 This brings me to my third and final point on how to have peace in 
the midst of the storm and that is to have faith in God. 

Have you ever known God to fail you? Has there been a time in your life 
when God let you down? No of course not. So, if He has never let you 
down before what makes you think He is going to let you down now. 
You see, what the disciples should have experienced was knowing that 
when Jesus said they were going to the other side, they were going to 
the other side safely no matter how great a storm it was. Sure, they 
would have to bail water out of the boat but not with fear knowing that 
Jesus was with them, and they were not going to drown. 

But the disciples were a lot like many people are today, they were 
scared to death and so they woke Jesus up frantically saying, "Master 
don’t you care that we are all going to drown." Now really, did they 
think Jesus was going to drown? I mean they had already seen Him heal 
the sick and cast out demons. So when Jesus woke up He simply said 
unto the raging sea, three very important words and He only said them 
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once and that was "peace be still" and the wind ceased and there was a 
great calm. 

Now what did Jesus say to his disciples? He said "why are you so 
fearful?" That’s a good question that we need to ask ourselves 
sometimes, if Jesus is the same yesterday, today and forever and He 
knows our past, the present and the future and He said in His Word “I 
will never leave you or forsake you and lo I am with you always even 
unto the end of the world,” then why are we so fearful? Is it because 
we are not sure He is going to work everything out? Or do we think God 
is not working fast enough? Listen to what I am saying, God knows 
what’s best for your life and He is always right on time. 

This doesn’t always mean we should sit around and wait for our 
deliverance from the storm, God can direct us as to what to do. 
Remember the disciples had to bail the water out of the boat, but it 
does mean we should not get ahead of God. 

God should not be your co-pilot as some bumper stickers have said, but 
rather He should be in the driver’s seat and you’re following Him not 
Him following you. 

Now the second thing Jesus said to them was "how is it that you had no 
faith?" I mean whatever faith they had they lost it. If there is no faith, 
then there is no hope and if there is no hope then there is nothing left 
for you to hang on to. 

I am sure you heard the story about George who was in the mountains 
taking pictures of all the beautiful scenery when he got too close to the 
edge and started falling down the side of the mountain. On the way 
down he managed to get a hold of a tree branch and he started yelling 
for help, but no one came for he was all alone. 
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Then suddenly he heard a voice that said "George?" George said, "is 
that you Lord?" "Yes, George it’s me." "Do you trust me?" George 
replied. "Oh yes Lord you know I do with all my heart." "Do you have 
faith in me?" "Oh yes Lord I would do whatever you say." "Then George 
let go of the branch." George said "what?" "I said let go of the branch." 
There was dead silence when George yelled out, "anyone else up 
there?" 

We say we trust God in the hard times but when it comes right down to 
it, do we really? Are we willing to let God do it His way or are we still 
trying to do it our way? 

I like what Isaiah 26:3 has to say, it’s a very powerful scripture, listen to 
it "You will keep in perfect peace all who trust in you, all whose 
thoughts are fixed on you!” Did you hear that? Perfect peace. Does this 
just mean when the storm is not raging? No, it means at all times, no 
matter what you are going through. 

Paul summed it up quite well in Philippians 4:6 when he said "Be 
anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with 
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace 
of God which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
minds through Christ Jesus.” 

And now here’s the verse that sums it up quite well Mark 5 vs. 1. "And 
they came to the other side of the sea." And you too will make it to the 
other side no matter what the circumstances are. You can Trust in our 
LORD to provide. Just have faith and ask Him to help you to no longer 
live in fear. 


