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Genesis 27: 1-7 & 30-33  

One day when Isaac was old and turning blind, he called for Esau, his older son, 
and said, “My son.” 

“Yes, Father?” Esau replied. 

2 “I am an old man now,” Isaac said, “and I don’t know when I may die. 3 Take your 
bow and a quiver full of arrows, and go out into the open country to hunt some 
wild game for me. 4 Prepare my favorite dish, and bring it here for me to eat. Then 
I will pronounce the blessing that belongs to you, my firstborn son, before I die.” 

5 But Rebekah overheard what Isaac had said to his son Esau. So when Esau left to 
hunt for the wild game, 6 she said to her son Jacob, “Listen. I overheard your 
father say to Esau, 7 ‘Bring me some wild game and prepare me a delicious meal. 
Then I will bless you in the LORD’s presence before I die.’  

 30As soon as Isaac had finished blessing Jacob, and almost before Jacob had left 
his father, Esau returned from his hunt. 31 Esau prepared a delicious meal and 
brought it to his father. Then he said, “Sit up, my father, and eat my wild game so 
you can give me your blessing.” 

32 But Isaac asked him, “Who are you?” 

Esau replied, “It’s your son, your firstborn son, Esau.” 

33 Isaac began to tremble uncontrollably and said, “Then who just served me wild 
game? I have already eaten it, and I blessed him just before you came. And yes, 
that blessing must stand!” 

 
 
 

Ephesians 1:1-14 
This letter is from Paul, chosen by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus. 
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I am writing to God’s holy people in Ephesus,[a] who are faithful followers of Christ 
Jesus. 

2 May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give you grace and peace. 

3 All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms because we are united with 
Christ. 4 Even before he made the world, God loved us and chose us in Christ to be 
holy and without fault in his eyes. 5 God decided in advance to adopt us into his 
own family by bringing us to himself through Jesus Christ. This is what he wanted 
to do, and it gave him great pleasure. 6 So we praise God for the glorious grace he 
has poured out on us who belong to his dear Son.[b] 7 He is so rich in kindness and 
grace that he purchased our freedom with the blood of his Son and forgave our 
sins. 8 He has showered his kindness on us, along with all wisdom and 
understanding. 

9 God has now revealed to us his mysterious will regarding Christ—which is to 
fulfill his own good plan. 10 And this is the plan: At the right time he will bring 
everything together under the authority of Christ—everything in heaven and on 
earth. 11 Furthermore, because we are united with Christ, we have received an 
inheritance from God,[c] for he chose us in advance, and he makes everything 
work out according to his plan. 

12 God’s purpose was that we Jews who were the first to trust in Christ would 
bring praise and glory to God. 13 And now you Gentiles have also heard the truth, 
the Good News that God saves you. And when you believed in Christ, he 
identified you as his own[d] by giving you the Holy Spirit, whom he promised long 
ago. 14 The Spirit is God’s guarantee that he will give us the inheritance he 
promised and that he has purchased us to be his own people. He did this so we 
would praise and glorify him. 

 

 
Understanding Ephesus 
In our Bible reading today we had just a glimpse of the account of two 
brothers and the family feud that breaks out amongst them. We’ll dig 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+1&version=NLT#fen-NLT-29168a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+1&version=NLT#fen-NLT-29173b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+1&version=NLT#fen-NLT-29178c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+1&version=NLT#fen-NLT-29180d
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into that in a bit, but I want to just explore this passage from Paul to 
the church at Ephesus first. 
 
The scope of Paul’s vision here in Ephesians is vast. Included in this 
mind-bending description of God’s loving will is nothing less than the 
gathering or uniting of all things in heaven and on earth.  
From before the foundation of the world, God chose us in Christ to be 
his children. We are God’s adopted children because of the work of 
Christ. We are redeemed by virtue of Christ’s blood. We are forgiven 
our trespasses according to the riches of God’s grace. Paul piles image 
upon image to explain the divine mystery of God’s unfathomable love. 
That all we need do is accept. 
The overarching goal of God’s plan is to gather up all things in Christ. As 
when you tally up the numbers at the end of a long addition problem or 
summarize all your arguments in a single conclusion, so God will, in the 
fullness of time, reunite all things into a harmonious whole. Christ, the 
Source and Sustainer of all, is also the God toward whom all things are 
moving and the end in whom the entire universe finds its meaning and 
fulfillment. The God of grace will gather all things.  
 
Many people today are marked. Some people have tattoos or body 
piercings. Others are stigmatized by skin color, political affiliation or 
religious practices. Still others are marked by how they dress or what 
they drive. In the time of the apostle Paul, people were marked as 
Jewish or Gentile, slave or free, rich or poor. These markings often 
divided people into hostile groups. 
Paul states that in Christ we are marked with the seal of the Spirit. 
Earthly lines that divide are unimportant. The only marking to be taken 
seriously is the mark of the Holy Spirit, one that unites instead of 
divides. And the Spirit is a down payment guaranteeing our future, “the 
pledge of our inheritance” (v. 14 NRSV). “The Spirit is a guarantee of 
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what is yet to come in even greater fullness—the redemption of [all] 
God’s people” (v. 14). 
 
 

Two Brothers  
This morning I’d like us to look toward eight signposts in the journey of 
two brothers and an outcome we can choose to embrace. 
 
How many of you either have 2 sons or maybe you are a son who has a 
brother? I have seen that when brothers are very close, hello 10 
months! LOL When they are very close, they can be the best of friends 
or the worst of enemies. Often, it seems at the same time. 
Not only did I witness this raising my two boys but my best friend 
growing up had a “little” brother that was only 13 months younger than 
he. I say “Little” brother because while John, the older brother, was a 
book worm and one of the smartest guys I knew (Well at least book 
smart anyway), his “little” brother Dave was a football player and is 
now a fire fighter. A very strong, very athletic guy. It’s funny, even 
though Dave was stronger and more athletic, when they got into it, 
John usually won??  
Anyway, they could be having one of those days fighting between 
themselves and then wham someone else would say something or butt 
in and then that person had to fend off both brothers because they 
forgot everything except the fact that they were brothers, and 
someone just insulted or even hurt their brother. I’ve heard that sisters 
are the same BTW. 
 
Well today I want to look at 2 brothers in the Bible. 
Jacob and Esau, the twin sons of Isaac and Rebecca, they were engaged 
in a power struggle before they were even born. The younger son, 
Jacob, was an obedient, perfect Torah scholar, while his older brother 
Esau was a wild, aggressive hunter. Jacob would go on to father the 
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Jewish nation, and Esau eventually became the forefather the Roman 
Empire. (Esau was the forefather of Se’ir the forerunner of Rome.) 
 
1st signpost: These Two Are Trouble from The Start 
Isaac and his wife Rebecca were childless for many years. Finally, 
Rebecca conceived and suffered a difficult and painful pregnancy. Every 
time she would walk past a place of God’s worship, her child would kick 
and try to get out, yet at the same time, every time she passed a place 
of idol worship, her child also tried to jump out. Fearing that there was 
something wrong with her or her child, she sought the advice of Shem, 
Noah’s son and prophet of God, who informed her of the great news: 
 
Ya see, Rebecca was carrying twins. Jewish scholars give us this 
interesting insight, “One had a righteous disposition while the other 
had an evil, idolatrous one. Each would father a great nation, a world 
superpower. They would fight tooth and nail, but ultimately, Shem 
prophesied, the younger son would triumph.” 
 
Finally, after nine difficult months, Rebecca gave birth. The first child 
that came out was red, hairy and fully developed.  
They named him Esau, which means “made” or “complete.” Gripping 
his older brother’s ankle in a bid to emerge first, the other, fair-skinned 
baby appeared shortly after. He was thus named Jacob, meaning 
“ankle.” 
 
Esau’s skin was so red that Isaac was afraid to circumcise him, deciding 
to wait until he was older and his complexion improved. 
 
2nd signpost: Now Don’t Get Me Wrong Esau Was Not Born Evil 
The Jewish Talmud writes that “God does not create anyone wicked or 
righteous; we all have the free choice to do good or the opposite.” In 
Esau’s case, God did not create him wicked, nor predetermine his life 
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course. Although it seems he did have a tendency toward idolatry and 
evil, this challenge was entirely in his power to overcome. Jewish 
historians say that “at the beginning of his life, under the tutelage of his 
grandfather Abraham, Esau was actually righteous. As he grew older, 
however, he succumbed to his impulses and became a wild hunter.”i 
 
3rd signpost: The Twins Grew Up.  
Esau was a man who understood trapping and hunting, a man of the 
field, whereas Jacob was an innocent man, dwelling in tents. And Isaac 
favored Esau because he enjoyed eating the wild game, but Rebecca 
favored Jacob. 
 
Two polar opposites, the boys matured into young adults. Jacob spent 
his time studying the Torah, (the first five books of our Bible) while Esau 
spent his time in the fields, hunting animals, women and gold. 
 
One most distinguished Rabbi states “who knew trapping and hunting 
to mean that Esau knew how to trap and deceive his father into 
believing he was righteous?  
He would ask him convoluted question about tithes from salt and 
straw, items which by law are exempt from tithing, to give the 
appearance that he was going beyond the letter of the law.”ii 
 
4th signpost: The Birthright Sale 
Jacob was in the kitchen, preparing a lentil soup, the customary 
mourner’s food, for his father Isaac, as his grandfather Abraham had 
just passed away. The Jewish custom was that other people would 
prepare a meal for the mourners after the burial, and lentil soup was 
the dish that was served. Esau comes back from a hunt and smells the 
food that Jake is cooking and is famished. So Jacob says “what will you 
give me for it.” “I don’t know just give it to me I’m starving here.” Says 
Esau. “Then give me your birthright” bargains Jacob. Esau says, “Well, if 
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I die of hunger that will do me no good. It’s yours.” DONE Jacob says 
(Gen. 25:27-34) as he serves his brother the most expensive bowl of soup in 
all recorded history. Can you just see this exchange going down with 
two siblings like this? 
 
It’s interesting to note that the Talmud teaches “the day of Abraham’s 
death was the same day Esau violated a young bride and committed his 
first murder, in addition to other sins. When Esau was younger, he was 
taught and inspired by his grandfather to be righteous and God-fearing. 
On that day though, Esau threw away any last vestiges of morality he 
retained and succumbed entirely to his evil inclination. Maybe that’s 
why Abraham passed away on that day, before he discovered what his 
grandson did, because his pain would have been unbearable.”iii 
 
 
5th signpost: The Switcheroo 
We read in Genesis 27; “One day when Isaac was 123 years old and 
turning blind, he called for Esau, his older son, and said, ‘My son.’ ‘Yes, 
Father?’ Esau replied. ‘I am an old man now and I don’t know when I 
may die. Go hunt some wild game for me. Prepare my favorite dish and 
bring it here for me to eat. Then I will pronounce the blessing that 
belongs to you, my firstborn son, before I die.’” (V.1-4) 
Rebecca overheard Isaac speaking to Esau. She knew that the blessings 
ought to go to Jacob, for he was the more righteous, worthy son. She 
called for Jacob and told him to bring her two choice baby goats so that 
she could make delicacies for Isaac. Then Jacob was to bring them to his 
father, posing as Esau, and receive the blessings. 
 
His mother prepared the food, dressed Jacob in his brother's clothes, 
and placed the skins of the goats on his hands and neck to give him the 
feel of a hairy person. Jacob entered his blind father’s chambers. 
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Interesting side note: The Jewish Midrash (kinda like Luther’s book of 
Concord) tells us that; “Rebecca dressed Jacob in Esau’s special cloak, 
which he had stolen from King Nimrod after he murdered him. The 
cloak originally belonged to Adam and was passed down father to son, 
until Nimrod got hold of it. Esau kept the cloak in his parent’s home 
because he did not trust his wives.”iv 
 
“So Jacob took the food to his father. ‘My father?’ he said. ‘Yes, my 
son,’ Isaac answered. ‘Who are you—Esau or Jacob?’ Jacob replied, ‘It’s 
Esau, your firstborn son. I’ve done as you told me. Here is the wild 
game. Now sit up and eat it so you can give me your blessing.’   
Isaac asked, ‘How did you find it so quickly, my son?’ ‘The LORD your 
God put it in my path!’ Jacob replied.” (V.18-20) 
Now, Isaac realized that Esau wouldn’t mention God’s name, or speak 
so politely. So, he became wary that perhaps the man in his presence 
was not Esau after all. “Then Isaac said to Jacob, ‘Come closer so I can 
touch you and make sure that you really are Esau.’ Jacob went closer to 
his father, and Isaac touched him. ‘The voice is Jacob’s, but the hands 
are Esau’s,’ Isaac said. So, Isaac prepared to bless Jacob. ‘But are you 
really my son Esau?’ he asked. ‘Yes, I am,’ Jacob replied.” 
 
6th signpost: The Deeper Story 
 
Many Jewish scholars believe; perhaps this is the inner meaning of the 
dialogue between father and son. “Isaac asked him, ‘Who are you?’ 
meaning, are you really prepared to take on Esau’s mission? And Jacob 
responded that he was. So, Isaac said, ‘Come close that I may feel you.’ 
Let me see if you are properly prepared for this undertaking, the 
challenge of dealing with the world. When Isaac felt the sheepskin on 
Jacob’s arm, but still heard the voice of the righteous Jacob, Isaac saw 
that Jacob was capable of ‘donning the sheepskin,’ capable of entering 
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the world and encountering its obstacles while retaining his ‘voice,’ his 
commitment and dedication to God.”v 
 
Jacob is blessed by Isaac. This doesn’t sit too well with Esau when he 
finds out what happened while he was hunting.  
Again Midrash claims that; “Esau was delayed because every time he 
trapped an animal, an angel would release it. Finally, Esau hunted a 
deer, slaughtered it and prepared it for his father. He entered his 
father’s room, and in his usual gruff tone called out, ‘Sit up, my father, 
and eat my wild game so you can give me your blessing.’ But Isaac 
asked him, ‘Who are you?’ 
Esau replied, ‘It’s your son, your firstborn son, Esau.’  (OOPS!) 
 
Isaac began to shudder, afraid that he had done wrong by blessing 
Jacob. He tells him ‘Your brother tricked me and took your blessing.’  
 
Then when Isaac heard Esau say that Jacob deceived him twice, the first 
time by the sale of the birthright and the second time by the blessings, 
he calmed down. Isaac tells Esau, ‘If it is true that you sold him your 
birthright, then he is the one who deserves the blessings.’ 
 
Isaac goes on to tell Esau that he would be a slave to his brother. 
However, when Jacob’s descendants would rebel against God, Esau’s 
descendants would be able to throw off their yoke and rise up against 
their masters. Only then would Esau have any power over Jacob. 
Ultimately, though, Jacob would triumph and would have power over 
Esau and all his descendants.” 
 
7th signpost: The Aftermath 
Esau left his father’s room furious and vowed to take revenge on his 
brother. Rebecca called her son Jacob and told him to flee. He was to 
go to her brother Laban in Haran, marry and establish a family.  
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Jacob went to his father, who once again blessed him, this time with 
the blessing of Abraham his father. Jacob then took leave of his parents 
and set out for Haran. 
 
8th signpost: The Family Reunion 
Jacob spent close to 35 years away from home. In Haran, he married 
Laban’s two daughters, first Leah and then Rachel, as well as a few 
others. He had 12 sons from his four wives and many daughters. Then, 
after 21 years in Haran, God appeared to him and told him to return to 
his father who was still alive. Jacob’s family gathered their belongings 
and began travelling. 
 
When Esau got wind that Jacob was returning, he prepared to finally 
repay Jacob for his treachery. Jacob sent many gifts to his brother 
trying to win his favor. When the day finally arrived, and the brothers 
caught sight of each other, Esau was standing with 400 men, seemingly 
unmoved by Jacob’s gestures of reconciliation. Jacob feared the worst. 
However, momentarily overcome with emotion, Esau approached his 
brother and embraced him, at that moment he was overcome with 
mercy and felt only warmth for his brother. They parted peacefully, 
with Esau even offering to travel with Jacob for protection. 
 
Life application: So what does this mean to me? 
Think about how this would just tear two brothers, two families apart. 
They could have stayed angry at each other.  
They could have just talked to their friends and family who agreed with 
them and how wrong the other was. They could have permanently 
separated and never spoken again only believing the worst about the 
other. But they didn’t. 
 
We as Americans had our big division, son against father and brother 
against brother, entire families split apart. It was the Civil War in 1861. 
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The things that brought this nation back together were a common 
belief in God, Life, Liberty and a whole lot of open dialog! If two 
brothers who had good reason to be separated could come together, if 
a nation torn apart by war could be reunited, then so can all of us. We 
have become not just a country divided, we have become a church 
divided by Covid, the culture war, Justices, elections, presidents’ 
policies and mannerisms and so much more. What do those things have 
to do with the kingdom of God, I ask?  
Nothing! We have so much more that unites us than divides us, but we, 
the Holy Christian Church, have let this culture war spin out of control 
and seep into our families of faith. I pray that as a nation we can walk 
back from the brink, repent and avoid a violent culture war becoming 
an actual civil war! My friends please remember in Christ we are 
marked with the seal of the Spirit. Earthly lines that divide are 
unimportant. The only marking to be taken seriously is the mark of the 
Holy Spirit, one that unites instead of divides. 
 
A Final Challenge:  
As you pray this week, thank God for making known to us the all-
encompassing scope of his immeasurable grace in the person and work 
of Jesus Christ. Ask God to mark you as His own and ask Him to help 
you see through the marks that divide us into competing groups. So, by 
His strength we can come back together as two brothers who realize 
how much we love each other and how much better things are when 
we are on the same team. Our comfort in life and death is that we 
belong to Christ, and nothing can ever change that strength-imparting 
fact. 
 

 
i https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/3840330/jewish/Jacob-and-Esau-in-the-Bible.htm 
ii Ibid 
 
iii ibid 
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iv ibid 
v ibid 


